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WORD FROM THE MANSE
Dear Congregation,
Most of you will be aware of the decision to close the notorious Tavistock clinic in London which has been
‘treating’ issues of gender identity for many years. This is an enormous relief to many people concerned at
what has gone on there – much of which has, at last, been found ‘not safe’ for children. Not safe indeed. The
tragedy is that it took so long to reach such an obvious conclusion.

At that clinic, thousands of children, presenting some evidence of confusion regarding their sexuality or sexual
identity (a confusion usually coupled with other psychological disorders, such as eating disorders and
depression) were assigned medical procedures towards embracing another gender rather than being assigned
psychological therapy, preferably biblically based, which would bring them to accept and embrace basic
reality. Astonishingly, these young people’s deeply distorted and often troubled views of themselves had to be
accepted as the truth to which everything – including their bodies – had to conform.
I am reminded of a young woman in the USA, saving up thousands of dollars for the double mastectomy and
the male genitalia which she thought would make her happy, who burst into tears when it was suggested to
her, in a simple, loving, and biblical way, that it was perhaps her mind that needed changing and not her body.
But why was that not obvious anyway? Consider the case of a young person suffering from body dysmorphia
and wanting rid of all their limbs – in what world would a quadruple amputation be the correct clinical
solution for that young person’s needs? We can only wonder when the perceived clinical solutions to problems
are not only worse than the problems themselves but are also iniquitous, irrational, and unbelievably cruel.
Of course, this kind of thing suggests an ideology at work. An ideology where feelings trump facts and
perceptions trump reality. Underlying such ideology is the atheistic idolatry of the self and the right to
self-determination. And in such a worldview, despite pious talk of the importance of the social and the
collective, it is always the individual and the individual’s ‘rights’ which reign supreme. These rights now
include the right to self-identify as a man or woman as one pleases – and it becomes the corresponding duty of
every other individual to accept that self-identification.
While surprising and shocking in some ways, the attempt to abolish the simple male/female distinction should
be no great surprise to students of scripture and history – see, for example, the pursuit of the androgynous
ideal in ancient Greece and the androgynous Mao suit of the Chinese cultural revolution. Significantly, in
making human beings, God distinguishes male and female at the precise point of their creation, ‘Let us make
man in our image…so God created man in his own image; in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.’ In so doing, according to his infinite wisdom, God makes plain that the respective
maleness and femaleness of the man and the woman is part of their identity, woven into the very warp and
woof of both their spiritual and physical DNA.

Of course, there are physical abnormalities (affecting around 0.5 percent of births) but these are just that –
abnormalities. And while it is genuinely tragic that such abnormalities occur, in what is now a fallen world,
God has given us the laws and the skills, including medicinal skills, to enable us to deal with such abnormalities in ways which don’t deny physical and spiritual realities. Similarly, and with far greater prevalence, there
are men who have personality traits more often associated with women and vice-versa. But that has always
been so and is certainly not problematic: In Genesis 25: 27, we read that, ‘the boys grew. And Esau was a
skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. ’ Nothing unusual there: Jacob
and Esau are still both men – in gender and in sex. Which brings us to the vexed issue of gender.
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Many of us are old enough to remember when gender was a word belonging, almost exclusively, to the world
of linguistics. For reasons too complex to consider just now, inanimate things came to be named in masculine
or feminine terms. In many languages, including Gaidhlig and Hebrew, every noun is either masculine or
feminine (In Gaidhlig, a ship is feminine while a house is masculine). In this way, while the term ‘sex’
continued to describe the biological male/female distinction, the term ‘gender’ came to describe the male/
female grammatical distinction. In time, and mainly due to the double meaning of the term ‘sex’, the term
‘gender’ gradually began to be used as alternative term to define and distinguish men and women except in
more scientific or formal contexts.

However, what has happened recently is that a new understanding has appeared in which human sex and
human gender are entirely divorced from each other: Human sex (biological) is viewed as a totally different
concept from human gender (a social construct). So, according to this understanding, someone can now be a
biological male while having a female gender (although, since gender is now considered a social construction,
it can contain a wide spectrum – hence the ever-increasing number of genders available for selfidentification). This new understanding first appeared in the academy (developed within the disciplines of
social science) but has now gained a foothold in society and a significant place of influence in the
establishment. It is both agenda driven and quite absurd.

Take the absurdity first: With such a cleavage between gender and sex, it is no wonder that there is confusion
around what men and women are. Remarkably, both male and female politicians are more frightened of being
asked ‘What is a woman?’ than they are of being asked about the economy. But what are we to make, for
example, of a man wishing to identify as a woman when he either cannot or will not define what a woman is?
Surely, if he can’t define what a woman is, he can’t meaningfully want to be one? How does he know what he
wants to be if he can’t tell what the thing he wants to be is? Similarly with a woman who wishes to identify as a
man.
The matter of agenda is more sinister: As an example, why is it acceptable, and indeed laudable, to transition
from one gender to another but unacceptable and despicable to transition back? One would have thought that
the freedom to change would work in both directions, so why the angry reluctance to give airspace or column
inches to people with stories to tell about how much they regretted transitioning and how they now desperately wish to be what they were before transitioning and how they felt badly advised by so-called ‘experts’ in the
field? And why the assault on Christian therapists who wish to help people transition back – at these people’s
own request?
And the questions just go on: How can a man know exactly what it’s like to be a woman? Why would a physical
operation make a woman a man? And why is it so difficult to define a woman as opposed to defining a man?
The stubborn and obvious fact remains that a woman is an adult human female and a man is an adult human
male. The gender of both is inalienably bound up with their sex because God has made them to correspond. A
man may feel that his personality has certain characteristics that are most often seen in women and that may
well be true – but so what? Nothing new there.

As is the case with all sin of this kind, there is much to make the Christian both sad and angry. Sad because
being men and women is something for which both men and women should be thankful. God made us that
way to know him and serve him in that way. Fundamentally, it is sinful to reject the sex in which we were born
and to try to develop an identity that denies it. Sad also because so many poor and tragic souls are being
misguided into what is of such incalculable temporal and spiritual harm to themselves and to others. And
angry because of those doing the misguiding. And no small part of that damage is caused by Stonewall who,
astonishingly, now tell us, as some kind of justification for all this gender reassignment, that children can feel
confusion about their gender as early as two years of age. Really? And can they tell us what a two-year-old is
not confused about? Young boys or girls confused about sexuality and sexual orientation need love,
understanding and careful teaching, particularly from the Word of God – our only infallible source of correct
thought and practice. The last thing they need is a cruel deception of epic proportions and a subsequent
cocktail of drugs harming their lives forever.
So, the closure of Tavistock is reason for joy. It remains to be seen, however, if the joy is somewhat premature.
After all, the recommendation is to establish, next year, new regional centers dealing with cases of gender
identity disorders. These will be led by specialist children’s hospitals: one in London led by Great Ormond
Street Hospital for Children and one in the North West led by Alder Hey Children ’s NHS Foundation Trust
and Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital. Sadly, with large swathes of the establishment, including
government departments, being gradually bullied into the new ideology, there is as much reason to fear as
there is to hope that anything will improve there. Who can forget that Prof Kathleen Stock was harassed out of
her chair in the Department of Philosophy at Sussex university because she believed that biological sex cannot
be changed and that, therefore, transgender women are not really women at all? And as the education system
keeps churning out young people increasingly affected with these ideologies, and increasingly assuming
positions of influence, there is abundant reason to fear. Amazingly, people in the UK still don’t think we need
Christian education…
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One wonders what will become of the Tavistock clinic – the building, that is. It probably won’t change much. I
would imagine it will continue to be used in some clinical capacity, which is a pity. The building, as it is now,
should be mothballed. And, sometime in the hopefully not too distant future, it would be reopened to the
public, especially for students. These students would get coherent religious and philosophical explanations for
how otherwise ordinary professionals, aided and abetted by an establishment, were brainwashed by a twisted
atheistic ideology into perpetrating widespread child abuse on an industrial scale. These students, emerging
from the building, will feel physically sick and utterly astonished, remarkably like those emerging from a tour
of Auschwitz.
Your minister

NEWS & EVENTS
GAMBIAN OUTREACH
Pastor Sylvester Konteh and Emmanuel Coron have recently been spending time reaching out in Kabekel,
which is a village nearby Brikama, where the church is located. They shared a Gospel message and handed out
tracts along with solar powered audio Bibles in the local dialect, Jola.

Pastor Sylvester Konteh

Emmanuel Coron

SCOTTISH REFORMATION SOCIETY—1572 CONFERENCE
The Scottish Reformation Society held an online conference on
Saturday 2oth August to mark 450 years since both the death of John
Knox and the St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre in France. Talks were
given by Rev Douglas Somerset and Rev James Macinnes.
See further information—www.scottishreformationsociety.org
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Rev Douglas Somerset

THE SPIRIT AND SCRIPTURE

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16)

What is it to be “inspired?” We regularly hear and read of the term, commonly used in everyday life. Authors
are said to be inspiring if they write a page turning novel, or a powerful real life story that motivates or
encourages. Political leaders or ordinary members of the public are referred to as inspirational if they show
great leadership or courage in the face of adversity. Musicians are referred to as inspiring if they write or
perform a beautiful piece of music. In the sporting world we often hear of inspirational substitutions, which
changed the course of a game.

What do theologians mean when they say that the Scriptures are inspired? Whilst the Scriptures certainly
motivate and encourage, as well as cultivating leadership and courage, whilst the Scriptures are beautiful,
leading to transformative change, that is not primarily what we mean by the inspiration of Scripture. What we
mean when we say that the Scriptures are inspired is that the Bible is breathed out by God, as He prompted
the writers of Scripture, who were moved by the Holy Spirit. “Prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy
men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). The idea is that the Spirit breathed
the Word into men’s hearts and minds, so that they wrote exactly what He wanted them to write, and so that
they were preserved from error, which would have otherwise been natural to them as sinful men. As they
wrote, they recorded God’s own thoughts, as James Bannerman put it, “making the voice of God speak to us in
a human accent.”

At the same time, the human authors of these Biblical books were not like mere computers into which the Holy
Spirit typed the words before printing and distributing all over the world. The writings of these books each
contain the imprint of its human author in that their individual personalities can be seen. Often their own
experiences are often relayed, as they wrote about what they saw and heard in their own time and place in
history. Yet everything that was recorded was inspired by God, without error, so that what is written is,
throughout all of history, “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
HOW MUCH OF SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED?
For many years, the official position of the Church of Scotland has been that the Bible contains the Word of
God, along with other material that is not the Word of God. In other words, as a denomination, the Church of
Scotland does not accept the authority of the Bible in its entirety. This differs from the position of Reformed
Churches, who accept the authority of Scripture and hold to the position that the whole of the Bible is the
Word of God.
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To say that the Bible contains the Word of God (plus other material) is effectively an effort to limit the
inspiration of Scripture and ultimately an attempt to limit God Himself. It is to pick and choose which books,
chapters and verses we want to accept and discard the rest at our convenience. Instead, all the contents of the
Bible constitute the revelation which God has been pleased to give us. The question we ought to ask is how
does the Bible respond to this question? The answer is clear, “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2
Timothy 3:16).

When we read the Bible, we read the very words of God, from Genesis to Revelation. Many people today would
say that they would love to hear God speak to them, yet they seldom, if ever, pick up the Bible and read God’s
Word. Likewise, when we as believers fail to read the Scriptures each day, we are refusing to hear God speak to
us. It has been said that if you want to hear God speak, read your Bible. If you want to hear God speak audibly,
read your Bible aloud.
HOW WERE THE WRITERS MOVED?
As to the exact mode of this moving, it has been suggested that it was either by immediate suggestion to the
writers’ minds or by dictation. Some would suggest that it is better not to attempt to go beyond the Scriptures
and simply to accept that these men were somehow moved by the Holy Spirit to write. George Smeaton, a
Scottish 19th century Professor of New Testament, wrote that “a supernatural and miraculous operation
prompted holy men to speak as they were moved by the Holy Ghost…Scripture omits all more particular
definition beyond the fact that holy men were wrought upon and moved by the Holy Ghost. And we accept its
silences as well as its disclosures. When Scripture stops, we stop.” On the other hand, John Calvin, along with
other reformers and theologians, found no difficulty in stating that the Holy Spirit dictated to them whatever
they wrote.

Aside from the fact that the Spirit moved the men to write, the actual manner in which the revelation was
arrived at differs. The Gospel and New Testament writers declared that they were eye witnesses to what they
wrote. John wrote, “This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that
his testimony is true” (John 21:24). Likewise, Peter wrote, “We did not follow cunningly devised fables when
we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His
majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).

In the case of Luke, he was not an eye witness himself, as he was not one of the original followers of Jesus.
Rather, he researched the information he recorded from those who were eye witnesses, “just as those
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, it seemed good to
me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly
account” (Luke 1:2-3).
Furthermore, there was much by the way of direct revelation. For instance, in Ezekiel’s prophecy we read of
the Spirit entering Ezekiel as he heard God’s audible voice, ““and He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your
feet, and I will speak to you.” Then the Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I
heard Him who spoke to me.”” (Ezekiel 2:1-2).

In Daniel’s prophecy, he received words from the Lord in a vision, “I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men
who were with me did not see the vision…yet I heard the sound of his words; and while I heard the sound of
his words I was in a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground” (Daniel 10:7,9).
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Finally, the Apostle John received a revelation which was communicated to him by an angel, “the revelation of
Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent
and signified it by His angel to His servant John” (Revelation 1:1).

In each instance, whether by personal account, research through eye witnesses, audible voice, visions or angel,
the writers were moved by the Spirit to write, as the Scriptures were breathed out by God

HOW IS THIS RELEVANT FOR TODAY?

Many people today, including professing Christians and those who were brought up under the Gospel,
would simply dismiss the inspiration of Scripture as irrelevant. It is not uncommon to hear people say
“things have changed,” meaning that Church and society have progressed and moved beyond Scripture. The
idea of a God breathed message, without error, from Genesis to Revelation has implications on every area of
our lives. This is no doubt why so many would rebel against it as conflicts with how we want to live our
lives.

On the contrary, we ought to look at the inspiration of Scripture as a wonderful fact. The inspired Scripture
gives us direct access to what God has spoken. It is the Scriptures that search us and bring Christ and the
way of salvation so clearly before us, and it is the Scriptures that are “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16), as the Spirit will guide us into all truth (John
16:13). The more we know the Scripture and put it into practice, the better placed we are to love and serve
the Lord. Our approach ought always to be, “what saith the Scripture?” (Romans 4:3)

The continuation of a faithful reformed church in Scotland, or anywhere else for that matter, depends upon
maintaining the doctrine of inspiration and all that flows from it. Many unbiblical teachings and practices
have seeped into the church because the inspiration of Scripture has been abandoned. Does the preaching
and expounding of the inspired Word of God occupy the centre of our worship services, or has the church
become a glorified social club, with a veneer of Christianity? Rev Hugh Cartwright stated that, “the
Reformed, Protestant Church was built upon the supreme, sole and sufficient authority of the inspired
Word of God, and when it loses that it loses the reason for its existence and loses its divine strength.”

For this reason, we ought to read the Bible as if we heard God speaking directly to us from heaven, which is
why we can sing the words of the Psalmist who rejoiced like those who found great treasure (Psalm
119:162).

The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit – George Smeaton p. 155-157

Scott Maciver
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Dear Children

Last month I quoted a little verse to you which had the words: Be in time! Did y ou n otice th at th ey w ere th ere
four times? When you see words like that appearing four times then it tells you that these are important.

If your Mum or Dad sent you to a shop and said these words to you then you would know that you had to get there before
closing time. If you arrived and the doors were closed you would know that you were too late. So ‘to be in time’ you
have to act right away and not let the opportunity pass. It is the same with the salvation of your soul. God has set a
closing date on His offer of salvation and we need to take advantage of it before that date comes. When will that be? We
do not know the exact time but it will definitely be at the end of the world or on the day of our death if we die before then.

God also talks about the day of opportunity and that day can end before we die. In Genesis chapter 6 and verse 3 God
says: “My Spirit shall not always strive with man”. That means that God might stop speaking to us and stop pleading
with us to come to Him if we keep on refusing to listen and obey Him. That is a very strong reason to take advantage of
every exhortation that God gives us. Remember every time you hear the Gospel is a day of opportunity.

Remember Zacchaeus. When he heard that Jesus was passing through Jericho possibly for the last time, what did he do?
He climbed into a sycamore tree to make sure that he could see Jesus. Read that story for yourselves in the Gospel of
Luke and chapter 19. What happened when Jesus came to that spot? He stopped and spoke to Zacchaeus. Jesus knew
that Zacchaeus was wanting to meet Him and Jesus was more than willing to meet with Zacchaeus that day. He told him
He was coming to His house. Zacchaeus was delighted and welcomed Jesus. From then on Zacchaeus was a changed
man. Think of what could have happened if Zacchaeus had not made that effort. He would have missed out on salvation
but because he took advantage of the opportunity to see Jesus he received a blessing which would last him not just for
time but for all eternity.

My dear children, you make sure you take advantage of every opportunity you get to meet with Jesus. Every time the
Gospel is being preached Jesus is there with the offer of salvation. Tell Him you need to be saved from your sins and also
that you want to be saved from your sins. Ask Him to help you trust in Him for salvation. In the Gospel of John chapter
6 and verse 37 Jesus says “ he that comes unto Me I will not cast out”. Isn’t that a wonderful promise? And Jesus is
always true to His promises.

May God help you to come and find Jesus as your Saviour while there is time and opportunity. Remember He is looking
out for you!

With my love and prayers.

Granny M
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