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Dear congregation, 

 

We’re just back from a short break in Ireland and on the mainland. While we were away I was able to attend the 

ministers’ conference and preach in Bready and Stranraer RPCs. It always encourages me when I am in another 

Reformed Presbyterian congregation and particularly at the ministers’ conference how many people are     

prayerfully concerned with the work here in Stornoway. Indeed, most have never been here and yet are eager to 

hear of the Lord’s work advancing. How thankful we should be of this genuine love! 

 

This year’s ministers’ conference (28th-30th September) was able to proceed despite Covid-19. Though meeting 

in unusual circumstances, the conference was a great blessing. Of the four scheduled speakers, only two were 

able to be there in person; the other two providing videos. 

 

Our main speaker, Pastor David Campbell (North Preston Evangelical Church), was unable to attend due to a 

local lockdown. He supplied us with four thought-provoking, pre-recorded addresses on Paul’s vision of         

Paradise and the thorn in the flesh. Each session was followed by discussion. 

 

The fellowship at the conference is always a highlight and particularly after a difficult several months for       

ministers everywhere. It was a great joy to be able to sing the psalms together and the times of prayer as          

colleagues were invaluable. Although the conference is in Ireland, the Reformed Presbyterian Church of        

Scotland (our congregations, ministers, students, and mission) is always remembered faithfully. 

 

Over the past several months we were able to look at the Irish church in overview and see areas where we could 

pray for them. Let me encourage you once again to do so. 

 

Every blessing, 

Stephen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Manga is the Mission Worker for the Gambia Part-

nership charity, operating in Kabekel village, where Sgoil 

Creideamh (Faith School) is based. For the sake of clari-

ty, this is not to be confused with the  work that the RPCS 

is supporting in the Gambia, which relates to  supporting 

Sylvester Konteh through his seminary training. The 

work of the Gambia Partnership is a separate charitable 

work, with different oversight to the RPCS mission work.  

 

Having said that, there is some crossover including  that 

of Sylvester serving on the Gambian Committee of the 

Gambia Partnership. For instance, Sylvester spends 

some of his time teaching and ministering in Kabekel      

village, particularly in the school. He also served on the 

interview panel which appointed Alex Manga as Mission 

Worker for Kabekel Village, where Alex spends two days 

a week  in village outreach and leading Bible Studies. 

Even though there is different oversight between the 

RPCS mission work and the work of the Gambia        

Partnership , both works are concerned with the           

furtherance of the Gospel in the Gambia. 
Alex Manga at Sgoil Creideamh, Kabekel 

NEWS & EVENTS 

THE GAMBIA PARTNERSHIP MISSION WORKER 



 

The following is an encouraging prayer request from Alex Manga, although also highlighting some difficulties 

in the work. 

1 – We have three converts. One is afraid that if her people are aware of her conversion, they’ll disown her and 

maybe stop her sponsors. 

Pray that the fear of what her parents will do to her become null and void. 

Pray that God will always create ample time for us to meet with her to discuss the Word without distractions. 

Her name is ______. Now that schools are resuming this week, she is planning to go to Serrekunda. 

Pray that God will always be with her. 

 

2 – The other two converts are a couple . They explained that before receiving Christ as their personal Lord 

and Saviour, there was no unity among them, even though they were husband and wife. Now they are           

believers. 

Pray that God will unite them further. 

Pray that God will create a kind of love in them that God will cause them to worship Him. 

 

3 – ______ and ______ are two further people we preached the Gospel to, although they have not begun to 

follow Christ. 

Pray that God will continue to minister Himself to them wherever they are. 

 

4 –  _______ had a series of miscarriages. 

Pray for the fruit of the womb. 

 

5 – Finally, please pray for a better motorcycle than the one I have at the moment. I use it to travel back and 

fore to the villages. I am experiencing a lot of mechanical problems. 
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GLEANINGS BY BILL LUCAS 

THE THRONE OF GRACE 

SUFFERING 

STRENGTH 

MEDITATING 

 

 

For all who are in sickness and sorrow, for those who face this day with anxiety, for those who are called to   

suffer, to undergo special trials, to pass through the Valley of the Shadow, I humbly pray that they may be     

sustained. 

         F B Meyer 

 

Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow 

from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.  (Isaiah 25.4) 

  

Sometime new believers think that being a Christian will exempt them from life's problems. That will not be a 

reality until we reach Heaven.  However, whatever my problems, He is able to preserve me in the middle of the 

difficulties.  He is the strength to the weak, He is the refuge to those in the storms of life and He is the shadow 

in the scorching blaze of life's trials. 

  

         Sid Halsband 

 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 

of need. 

(Heb.4:16) 

  

What is to be inferred from the term "throne of grace"? 

  

1. To be sure this is inferred, that converted men are not in every way, or in every sense, free from the being of 

sin. For were they, they need not go to a throne of grace for help. When it says there is grace in God, it infers 

that there is sin in the godly; and when it says grace reigns, as upon a throne, it implies that sin would like to 

ascend the throne, reign, and have the dominion over the children of God ... And the only way to prevent it is to 

apply ourselves, as told by the text, to the throne of grace for help against it. 

  

2. The text implies that at certain times the most godly man in the world may be hard put to it by the sin that 

dwells in him, yes, so hard put to it, that there can be no way to save himself from a fall, but by imploring     

heaven and the throne of grace for help. This is called the needy time, the time when the wayfaring man that 

knocked at David's door shall knock ours (2 Sam.12); or when we are pushed into the sieve into which Satan 

pushed Peter (Luke 22.31);  or when those fists are about our ears that were about Paul's ... But now here we are 

presented with a throne of grace, to which, as David says, we must "continually resort"; and that is the way to 

obtain relief and to find help in time of need. (Ps. 71.3). 

  

3. As Christians are sometimes in imminent danger of falling, so sometimes ... they are fallen, they are down, 

and down dreadfully, and can by no means lift themselves up ... Now, as they which are falling are kept from it 

by coming to this throne, so those that are fallen are must rise by the sceptre of love extended to them from the 

same throne.  Men may fall by sin, but cannot rise up themselves without the help of grace. 

         John Bunyan 

 

It is not the bee's touching of the flower that gathers honey, but her abiding for a time upon the flower that 

draws out the sweet. It is not he who reads most, but he who meditates most  who will prove the choicest, 

sweetest, wisest and strongest Christian. 

         Thomas Brooks 



A RAVING MADMAN OR A DRIVELLING IDIOT 
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"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands. Day after day they pour forth 

speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 

Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world." (Psalm 19:1-4) 

  

The existence of God can be clearly seen in nature. I do not need to open the Bible to learn that. It is enough 

that I open my eyes, and turn them on that great book of nature, where it stands legibly written, distinctly     

revealed in every page. 

  

GOD! That word may be read in the stars and on the face of the sun. It is . . .painted on every flower, traced on 

every leaf, 

engraved on every rock, whispered by the winds, sounded forth by the billows of the ocean, and may be heard 

by the dullest ear in the long rolling thunder. 

  

I believe in the existence of a God, but not in the existence of an atheist; or that any man is so, who can be con-

sidered to be in his sound and sober senses. 

  

What would we think of one who attempted to account for any other works of beauty and evident design, as the 

atheist professes to do for the works of God? 

  

Here is a classic temple; here stands a statue, designed with such taste and executed with such skill, that one 

almost expects the marble to leap from its pedestal; here hangs a painting of some dead beloved one, so life-like 

as to move our tears; here, in the Iliad, or Paradise Lost, is a noble poem, full of the grandest thoughts, and 

clothed in sublimest imagery; 

here is a piece of most delicate, intricate, and ingenious mechanism. 

  

Well, let a man seriously tell me that these were the work of chance. Let him tell me, when I ask who made 

them, that nobody made them. Let him tell me, that the arrangement of the letters in this poem, of the colours 

in that picture, and of the features in the statue, was a matter of mere chance. 

  

How I would stare in astonishment at him and conclude without a moment's hesitation, that I had fallen into 

the company of a raving madman or of some drivelling idiot. 

  

Turning away from such atheistic ravings about the infinitely more glorious works of God; with what delight 

does reason listen, and with what readiness does she assent, and with what distinct and hearty voice does she 

echo the closing words of the Seraphim's hymn, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full 

of His glory." (Isaiah 6:3) 

  

The stupendous fabric of creation, yon starry vault, this magnificent world, were the work of the hands by 

which, in love of you, Jesus hung, a mangled form, on the cross of Calvary! 

  

        Thomas Guthrie (1803-1873) 
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When I was a young man, my father used to tell me, “Never be quick to praise the living, because the living are 

subject to change.” In just over a decade and a half in ministry I have seen more shooting stars come and go 

than I can remember. While garnering large crowds and even larger accolades, such men boasted of their      

ministries, accomplishments, and supposed movements. They set themselves up as leaders of a generation of 

zealous yet directionless young adults. In their own sense of profound sophistication, they criticize the great 

ones who went before them. In short time, they fizzled out and are forgotten as quickly as they were celebrated. 

Such is the generation of ministry platforms and celebrity. 

 

Georg Friedrich Hegel famous noted, “The only thing we learn from history is that we learn nothing from      

history.” This is just as true in the church and in the realm of theology as it is in the social and political sphere. 

The allurement of innovation is the spirit of originality and pioneering. The result of novelty is often decon-

struction and deterioration. There is a better way. 

 

Pastors need two things more than anything else today–the wisdom of the multitude of pastor/theologians who 

have lived and died wise and faithful lives before them, and the wisdom of the elderly in the church today. By 

neglecting these two things, many set themselves up for ultimate failure. 

 

In a letter to Robert Hooke, in 1675, Sir Isaac Newton famously wrote, “If I have seen further it is by standing 

on the shoulders of giants.” Numerous theologians have repeated this sentiment over the centuries. It captures 

the essence of what it means to glean from the generations of ministers who have gone before us. We would be 

ignorant fools without the wisdom of the spiritual giants who have gone before us. We would have no Calvin 

without Augustine. There would be no Spurgeon without the English Puritans from whose wells he drank so 

deeply. There would be no Vos with Bavinck. There would be no refinement in our understanding of theology 

without the labours and example of those giants who have gone before us. Yet, the natural condition of the     

human heart is pride and self-sufficiency. 

 

When Rehoboam ascended the throne after Solomon his father, he sought counsel from two groups–his father’s 

elders and his young friends. His father’s elders wisely told him to mercifully serve the people, and to be a gen-

tle leader among them. By way of contrast, his friends told him to rule with a harsh and heavy hand. 1 Kings 

12:8 contains some of the most sobering words in the Old Testament: “But he abandoned the counsel that the  

THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS, THE COUNSEL OF THE WISE 
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old men gave him and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him.” Rather 

than listening to this sage advice of the older wise men, Rehoboam heeded the foolish advice of his younger friends. 

Charles Bridges explained the strength of David and Solomon’s leadership, by way of contrast, when he wrote,  

 

“David and Solomon, though themselves especially endowed with wisdom, governed their kingdoms with the help of 

wise advisers (compare Psalm 119:98–100 with 2 Samuel 15:12; 17:14; 1 Kings 12:6). The more there were of such 

advisers, the safer the people were. To one such wise adviser a heathen ruler owed the safety of his nation during a 

famine (Genesis 41:38–57). The church too has often been preserved by this blessing (Acts 15:6–31).” 

 

Ministers must first of all be men of the Word–pouring over it and praying over it until God opens the treasury of 

His inspired divine counsel. Pastors then must be men who diligently search the annals of church history–giving 

careful consideration to the theological formulations of the early church, as well as to the writings of such giants 

as the church fathers, the medieval scholastics, the pre-Reformers, the Reformers, the Post-Reformation               

scholasticitics, and the theologians of Old Princeton and Westminster. The more we learn from this great cloud of 

witnesses which has gone before us, the better equipped we will be to succeed were they succeeded and avoid the 

errors to which they succumbed. Only by standing of their shoulders will we be enabled to see further than they saw. 

We must also earnestly seek out the counsel of older and wiser saints. By neglecting it, we are inevitably setting     

ourselves up to be carried away in the wake of the debris of all that is new, exciting, and progressive. 

 

If the church is to be rooted in the timeless truths of God’s word, it needs leaders who are standing on the shoulders 

of giants in whom the Spirit of God was at work. If pastors are to navigate the overwhelming challenges of an         

increasingly secular and antagonistic society–not to mention the internal attacks from strong willed and self-seeking 

individuals within the church–they need to counsel of older and wiser saints. May God make us eager to stand on the 

shoulders of giants and put ourselves under the counsel of the wise. 

 

     Rev. Nicholas Batzig, www.feedingonchrist.com  

https://feedingonchrist.org/10-must-read-pre-reformation-works/
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/significance-thomas-aquinas/
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/morning-star-reformation/
https://www.amazon.com/Reformers-Wings-Geiler-Kaysersberg-Theodore/dp/0195130480/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=David+Steinmetz&qid=1600860118&s=books&sr=1-6
http://www.amazon.com/Post-Reformation-Reformed-Dogmatics-Development-Orthodoxy/dp/0801026180
http://www.amazon.com/Post-Reformation-Reformed-Dogmatics-Development-Orthodoxy/dp/0801026180
http://files1.wts.edu/uploads/images/files/WTJ/Silva%20-%20Old%20Princeton%20Inerrancy.pdf
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On October 31, 2016, Pope Francis announced that after five hundred years, Protestants and Catholics now 

“have the opportunity to mend a critical moment of our history by moving beyond the controversies and       

disagreements that have often prevented us from understanding one another.” From that, it sounds as if the 

Reformation was an unfortunate and unnecessary squabble over trifles, a childish outburst that we can all put 

behind us now that we have grown up. 

 

But tell that to Martin Luther, who felt such liberation and joy at his rediscovery of justification by faith alone 

that he wrote, “I felt that I was altogether born again and had entered paradise itself through open gates.” Tell 

that to William Tyndale, who found it such “merry, glad and joyful tidings” that it made him “sing, dance, and 

leap for joy.” Tell it to Thomas Bilney, who found it gave him “a marvellous comfort and quietness, insomuch 

that my bruised bones leaped for joy.” Clearly, those first Reformers didn’t think they were picking a juvenile 

fight; as they saw it, they had discovered glad tidings of great joy. 

 

 

At the beginning of the sixteenth century, Europe had been without a Bible the people could read for          

something like a thousand years. Thomas Bilney had thus never encountered the words “Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). Instead of the Word of God, they were left to the understanding 

that God is a God who enables people to earn their own salvation. As one of the teachers of the day liked to put 

it, “God will not deny grace to those who do their best.” Yet what were meant as cheering words left a very sour 

taste for everyone who took them seriously. How could you be sure you really had done your best? How could 

you tell if you had become the sort of just person who merited salvation? 

 

Martin Luther certainly tried. “I was a good monk,” he wrote, “and kept my order so strictly that I could say 

that if ever a monk could get to heaven through monastic discipline, I should have entered in.” And yet, 

he found: 

My conscience would not give me certainty, but I always doubted and said, “You didn’t do that right. You 

weren’t contrite enough. You left that out of your confession.” The more I tried to remedy an uncertain, weak 

and troubled conscience with human traditions, the more daily I found it more uncertain, weaker and more 

troubled. 

According to Roman Catholicism, Luther was quite right to be unsure of heaven. Confidence of a place in   

heaven was considered errant presumption and was one of the charges made against Joan of Arc at her trial in 

1431. There, the judges proclaimed, 

 

This woman sins when she says she is as certain of being received into Paradise as if she were already a  

partaker of … glory, seeing that on this earthly journey no pilgrim knows if he is worthy of glory or of      

punishment, which the sovereign judge alone can tell. 

WHY THE REFORMATION STILL MATTERS 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%201.15


GOOD NEWS IN 2020 
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That judgment made complete sense within the logic of the system: if we can only enter heaven because we have 

(by God’s enabling grace) become personally worthy of it, then of course no one can be sure. By that line of         

reasoning, I can only have as much confidence in heaven as I have confidence in my own sinlessness. 

 

That was exactly why the young Martin Luther screamed with fear when as a student he was nearly struck by    

lightning in a thunderstorm. He was terrified of death, for without knowledge of Christ’s sufficient and gracious 

salvation—without knowledge of justification by faith alone—he had no hope of heaven. 

 

And that was why his rediscovery in Scripture of justification by faith alone felt like entering paradise through 

open gates. It meant that, instead of all his angst and terror, he could now write: 

 

When the devil throws our sins up to us and declares that we deserve death and hell, we ought to speak thus: “I 

admit that I deserve death and hell. What of it? Does this mean that I shall be sentenced to eternal damnation? 

By no means. For I know One who suffered and made satisfaction in my behalf. His name is Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God. Where he is, there I shall be also.” 

 

And that was why the Reformation gave people such a taste for sermons and Bible reading. For, to be able to read 

God’s words and to see in them such good news that God saves sinners, not on the basis of how well they repent 

but entirely by His own grace, was like a burst of Mediterranean sunshine into the gray world of religious guilt. 

 

 

None of the goodness or relevance of the Reformation’s insights have faded over the last five hundred years. The 

answers to the same key questions still make all the difference between human hopelessness and happiness. What 

will happen to me when I die? How can I know? Is justification the gift of a righteous status (as the Reformers    

argued), or a process of becoming more holy (as Rome asserts)? Can I confidently rely for my salvation on Christ 

alone, or does my salvation also rest on my own efforts toward and success in achieving holiness? 

 

Almost certainly, what confuses people into thinking that the Reformation is a bit of history we can move beyond 

is the idea that it was just a reaction to some problem of the day. But the closer one looks, the clearer it becomes: 

the Reformation was not principally a negative movement about moving away from Rome and its corruption; it 

was a positive movement, about moving toward the gospel. And that is precisely what preserves the validity of the 

Reformation for today. If the Reformation had been a mere reaction to a historical situation five hundred years 

ago, one would expect it to be over. But as a program to move ever closer to the gospel, it cannot be over. 

 

Another objection is that today’s culture of positive thinking and self-esteem has wiped away all perceived need for 

the sinner to be justified. Not many today find themselves wearing hair-shirts and enduring all-night prayer vigils 

in the freezing cold to earn God’s favor. All in all, then, Luther’s problem of being tortured by guilt before the      

divine Judge is dismissed as a sixteenth-century problem, and his solution of justification by faith alone is       

therefore dismissed as unnecessary for us today. 

 

But it is in fact precisely into this context that Luther’s solution rings out as such happy and relevant news. For, 

having jettisoned the idea that we might ever be guilty before God and therefore in need of His justification, our 

culture has succumbed to the old problem of guilt in subtler ways and with no means to answer. Today, we are all 

bombarded with the message that we will be more loved when we make ourselves more attractive. It may not be 

God-related, and yet it is still a religion of works, and one that is deeply embedded. For that, the Reformation has 

the most sparkling good news. Luther speaks words that cut through the gloom like a glorious and utterly           

unexpected sunbeam: 
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The love of God does not find, but creates, that which is pleasing to it… . Rather than seeking its own good, the 

love of God flows forth and bestows good. Therefore sinners are attractive because they are loved; they are not 

loved because they are attractive. 

 

 

Five hundred years later, the Roman Catholic Church has still not been reformed. For all the warm ecumenical   

language used by so many Protestants and Roman Catholics, Rome still repudiates justification by faith alone. It 

feels it can do so because Scripture is not regarded as the supreme authority to which popes, councils, and doctrine 

must conform. And because Scripture is so relegated, biblical literacy is not encouraged, and thus millions of poor 

Roman Catholics are still kept from the light of God’s Word. 

 

Outside Roman Catholicism, the doctrine of justification by faith alone is routinely shied away from as                  

insignificant, wrongheaded, or perplexing. Some new perspectives on what the Apostle Paul meant by justification, 

especially when they have tended to shift the emphasis away from any need for personal conversion, have, as much 

as anything, confused people, leaving the article that Luther said cannot be given up or compromised as just that—

given up or compromised. 

 

Now is not a time to be shy about justification or the supreme authority of the Scriptures that proclaim it.            

Justification by faith alone is no relic of the history books; it remains today as the only message of ultimate          

liberation, the message with the deepest power to make humans unfurl and flourish. It gives assurance before our 

holy God and turns sinners who attempt to buy God off into saints who love and fear Him. 

 

And oh what opportunities we have today for spreading this good news! Five hundred years ago, Gutenberg’s      

recent invention of the printing press meant that the light of the gospel could spread at a speed never before        

witnessed. Tyndale’s Bibles and Luther’s tracts could go out by the thousands. Today, digital technology has given 

us another Gutenberg moment, and the same message can now be spread at speeds Luther could never 

have imagined. 

 

Both the needs and the opportunities are as great as they were five hundred years ago—in fact, they are greater. Let 

us then take courage from the faithfulness of the Reformers and hold the same wonderful gospel high, for it has 

lost none of its glory or its power to dispel our darkness. 

       Rev. Michael Reeves, Ligonier Blog 

ONCE AGAIN, THE TIME IS RIPE 
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John Jackson (1600-1648) was a Westminster Puritan divine with a 

hearty theological intellect, and tender pastoral understanding. 

 

In this work, Jackson lays down biblically the doctrine of eternity, and the 

importance of man’s never dying soul that hangs in its balance. This being 

a fundamental point of Christian divinity, it should be “plainly proved, 

clearly explained, and powerfully applied to us.” 

 

He explains what eternity is in the final four basic tenants of Christian 

doctrine, death, judgment, heaven and hell. He then proves by Scripture 

the many infallible proofs that all mankind, at the end of this world, shall 

go in their bodies and souls into an everlasting condition, either of       

happiness or misery. Then he describes the misery of that everlasting 

condition of woe and punishment that the wicked shall go into at the end 

of the world. Afterward, he explains the happiness of the eternal state of 

glory and rest that the righteous shall go into at the last day; a most      

excellent and comforting exhortation. 

 

Following this, he takes a chapter to explain the principal reasons why all mankind after the day of judgment 

shall go in their bodies and souls into an everlasting condition, either of happiness or misery. Not only that it 

“will” happen, but the all-important “why” it will happen. In the last chapter he directs the reader how to apply 

the great doctrine of man’s future eternity, in order to escape everlasting punishment, and obtain eternal life 

only in Jesus Christ, after this life is ended. This is a blessed treatise, deep in its power and application; a         

God-glorifying and Christ exalting work by this eminent divine. 

 

George Gifford (1547-1620) was a most excellent puritan divine described 

as a fiery Gospel preacher, learned and able, being a great enemy to pop-

ery. 

 

When anyone acts in accordance with the devil, they become of a 

“devilish quality,” (John 6:70). When Christians are enticed by the devil, 

they are pulled away from God by honors, profits, pleasures, or whatever 

other things the devil uses to hinder their profiting by the Word, (Luke 

8:12). These wicked spirits have such a heinous effect on the world, that 

the same condemnation that will befall them, will befall those who follow 

them. The proud fall into the condemnation of the devil, that is, by means 

of pride and high mindedness they too will be cast into hell fire, in the 

same manner as the devil will be. 

 

In consideration of such vile and wicked practices following the devil and 

his practices, Gifford directs the reader to resist such assaults and submit 

before God with the weapon of steadfast faith. His text is a famous one, 

“Be sober and watch: for your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion      

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in the faith,” (1 Peter 5:8-9). 

 

This is an exceedingly helpful work, that will arm the Christian in due manner to fight steadfastly in the power of 

Jesus Christ through his Spirit against the works and wiles of the devil. And Gifford will not only show how to do 

this, but how to do it effectively, with victory, through true Christian faith empowered by God’s Christ. 

WWW.PURITANPUBLICATIONS.COM 
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Dear Children 

 

Have you ever wondered why it is that you find it so difficult to be obedient and especially to obey God’s laws?  Well, it is 

because of sin.  Ever since Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden and committed the sin of eating the    

forbidden fruit every person, except the Lord Jesus Christ, born into the world since then is born a sinner.  This is what 

we call “ original sin”.   We have a sinful nature and, because of our sinful nature, we can’t but commit sin.  And what is 

sin ?   Question 14 in the Shorter Catechism defines it as “ Sin is any want of conformity unto or transgression of the Law 

of God.”  The Catechism mentions two things:  1.  ‘Want of conformity’ is:  Not doing what God commands us to do.  2. 

‘Transgression’ is:  Doing what God forbids us to do.  Now think of your own life and I’m sure you will find examples of 

both of these. 

 

What we all need to know now is:  Is there a way we can be delivered from sin?  If you have been searching in the      

treasure chest of God’s Word you may have found the answer to that question.  Have you come across these words in the 

Gospel of John, chapter 1 and verse 29:  “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”?  Isn’t that a 

very precious truth?  The Lamb of God takes away sin.  Who is the Lamb of God?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He came to 

take away sin by suffering and dying on the cross where  he took the punishment that God was demanding for having 

broken His Law.    

 

As we continue reading in the Gospel of John we discover another verse in John chapter 3 and verse 16 which says that it 

was God who sent His Son into the world so that all who believe in Him will not perish but have eternal life.  How we 

should praise the Lord Jesus that He has a cure for sin and that this cure can be ours freely, only by believing in Him!  If 

we believe in Christ we will have our sins forgiven and have eternal life but if we don’t believe in Christ and are left with 

unforgiven sins then we will perish in eternal death.  That is an awful prospect.  Each one of us needs to think seriously 

how we are going to respond to the exhortations of the Gospel.  The Epistle to the Hebrews chapter 2 and verse 3 says:  

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?”    There is no answer to this question except one -  that we will 

not escape.  

 

My dear children, consider which one of these two important choices you are going to make in this life.  Are you going to 

trust in the Lord Jesus or are you going to neglect the salvation He offers?   If God spares you, you will have many       

decisions to make in your life but none will be as important as this one because your eternity depends on which one you 

choose.  I would urge you to choose Christ  before it is too late.  Believe in Him and receive the forgiveness of sins.  Do it 

NOW w hile you are young.  Then you w ill be able to say w ith David in Psalm  32 that the one w ho is truly 

blessed is the one who has his or her sins forgiven.  I pray that each one of you will know that blessing. 

 

With my love and God’s blessing. 

Granny M 

 

Activity:  

1. Write out Question 14 in the Shorter Catechism. 

2. Write out John chapter 1 verse 29. 

3. Write out John chapter 3 verse 16. 

4. Write out Psalm 32 verse 1. 

Now try to memorise all these. 


