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WORD FROM THE MANSE
Dear congregation,

Can God use a small congregation? I wonder if you’ve ever thought that. Perhaps you’ve reflected on the size of
our congregation and said these words. Do you not think that the question itself is flawed? When we ask it we
either look at God yet doubt His ability and power, or we are too focused on our weakness, forgetting that God
gives the increase and that His strength is made perfect in weakness.
We live in a world that is focused on numbers. Businesses want more customers and greater turnover than the
previous year. The church is not immune for often one of the first questions we ask Christians we meet about
their congregation is, “How big is it?” The church shouldn’t stoop to the world’s standards and judge success by
numbers.
Maybe you are already thinking, size isn’t as important as faithfulness. Of course, you are right. At the same
time, can this not become an excuse, an easy way to relieve ourselves from the problem? It is all too easy to
evade the discomfort of being a small congregation by believing that, in a day of small things, small is actually
better because small and faithful go hand in hand. But let’s not forget our duty: “Then the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled” (Luke
14:23).
Even if we are a small congregation, we should cultivate a big picture mentality. How can we do this?

Cultivate a love for the lost
Are we content with our current congregation’s size? Are we comfortable being a homogenous group, where
most people believe the same, dress the same, speak the same? Would it be uncomfortable for us to have
non-Christians in the congregation, especially with all their baggage? Do we worry about what others would
think of our church if we were joined by people who haven’t got it all worked out yet? Or do we look at poor lost
soul’s who are without Christ and realise they have no hope for eternity? Are we intentionally trying to reach
them?

Make prayer a priority
Do our prayers focus on our own wants and needs or do they look more widely? Do we pray generally for people
to be added to the church or do we pray for particular individuals for whom our hearts are burdened? Do we
pray for our wider denomination, for example when they are organising outreach activities? Are we only focused
on our island or do we pray that God would enable us to plant churches in needy parts of Scotland? Are we
praying that God would raise up ministers to go into the harvest? Do we believe God’s promises for church
growth enough to pray them?

Use the resources God has given you to support His cause
When we have money left over how do we want to use it? Do we think that once we have given a tithe we can
mentally tick off the box on the to-do-list, duty done? Or are our heart’s moved to sacrificial giving to support
the Lord’s cause, even with our last two mites? Are we concerned that one of the barriers to planting churches in
our denomination is lack of resources?
Our answers to these questions may reveal whether we have the bigger picture in view. Let us not be discouraged by our size but rather rejoice to the extent God uses us in His service.

Every blessing,
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Stephen

NEWS & EVENTS
DAN WALKER: ‘MY FAITH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING ABOUT ME’
BBC presenter Dan Walker has opened up about how his faith in Jesus Christ shapes how he lives his life. In
an interview with Sorted magazine, Walker explained that having real faith makes a difference to your
behaviour. The BBC Breakfast and Football Focus presenter also said it gives him a greater awareness of his
role in society and the impact he has on others.
‘Who I am’
Walker said: “My faith plays a very significant part of my life. I don’t take much seriously in life except for my
faith and my family. “I believe that if you have a strong faith in Jesus Christ, it has to make a difference to how
you live your life. It informs who I am and who I would like to be, where I’m going, the way I talk, the way I
act, hopes, dreams, aspirations etc. “It is a significant part of every day I live. It is the most important thing
about me and I can’t imagine life without
Jesus.”
‘Overwhelmingly positive’
He continued: “If you are a Christian, that
has an impact on your decisions, your
language, the way you think and speak and
go about your daily business. “I would like
to think that it reduces pride and
self-obsession and makes you think more
carefully about the people around you, and
the impact you’re having on the community and society around you. “For me, it’s
been an overwhelmingly positive thing. I
know people sometimes choose to see it as
a negative and that’s fine. I never mind
having a discussion about it.

Dan Walker

He concluded: “For me, it underpins everything I am and want to be. Being a Christian is a very big part of my
life.”
‘DARKEST DAY’ AS WESTMINSTER VOTES AGAIN TO FORCE ABORTION ON NI
Westminster voting to force liberal abortion laws on Northern Ireland has been described as “one of the
darkest days” in the Province’s history. Despite the Stormont Assembly previously rejecting the regulations,
the House of Commons gave its final backing for the laws to be forced on Northern Ireland with a vote of 253
to 136. It effectively permits abortions to take place up to 24 weeks for any reason, and up to birth if the baby
is deemed to have a severely life-limiting condition, or a ‘severe’ disability.
Darkest day
Carla Lockhart MP said the move was “one of the darkest days in Northern Ireland’s history”. She said: “The
will of the people of Northern Ireland has been ignored. The will of the Northern Ireland Assembly has been
ignored. The devolution settlement cast aside to press ahead with this life-ending agenda.”

She called on MLAs to “act without delay to protect the pre-born child”. “It is now up to the Northern Ireland
Assembly and Executive to change these regulations and bring them into line with public thinking on abortion
here.”
Discrimination
An open letter signed by over 18,000 people from Northern Ireland was delivered to the Prime Minister on
Tuesday by disability campaigner Heidi Crowter. She said: “I think the law which allows abortion up to birth
for non-fatal disabilities such as mine is downright discrimination in the womb.” “I’m someone who has
Down’s syndrome and I feel that the law makes me upset, it makes me feel like I’m better off dead.”
The Christian Institute

3

GLEANINGS BY BILL LUCAS
THE LORD’S SUPPER
The great connecting link between the first and second coming of the Lord.

THE CUP

John (Rabbi) Duncan

And when this cup You give is filled to brimming,
With bitter suffering, hard to understand,
We take it thankfully and without trembling,
Out of so good and so beloved a hand.

D Bonhoeffer
HE HUMBLED HIMSELF (PHILIPPIANS 2:8)
Jesus is the great teacher of lowliness of heart. We need daily to learn of him. See the Master taking a towel and
washing his disciples’ feet! Follower of Christ, wilt thou not humble thyself? See him as the Servant of servants,
and surely thou canst not be proud! Is not this sentence the compendium of his biography, “He humbled
himself”? Was he not on earth always stripping off first one robe of honour and then another, till, naked, he was
fastened to the cross, and there did He not empty out his inmost self, pouring out His life-blood, giving up for
all of us, till they laid Him penniless in a borrowed grave?

How low was our dear Redeemer brought! How then can we be proud? Stand at the foot of the cross, and count
the purple drops by which you have been cleansed; see the thorn-crown; mark His scourged shoulders, still
gushing with encrimsoned rills; see hands and feet given up to the rough iron, and His whole self to mockery
and scorn; see the bitterness, and the pangs, and the throes of inward grief, showing themselves in His outward
frame; hear the thrilling shriek, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” And if you do not lie prostrate
on the ground before that cross, you have never seen it: if you are not humbled in the presence of Jesus, you do
not know Him. You were so lost that nothing could save you but the sacrifice of God’s only begotten.

Think of that, and as Jesus stooped for you, bow yourself in lowliness at his feet. A sense of Christ’s amazing
love to us has a greater tendency to humble us than even a consciousness of our own guilt. May the Lord bring
us in contemplation to Calvary, then our position will no longer be that of the pompous man of pride, but we
shall take the humble place of one who loves much because much has been forgiven him. Pride cannot live
beneath the cross. Let us sit there and learn our lesson, and then rise and carry it into practice.

BORN WITH A TEAR IN HIS EYE?
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CH Spurgeon

The life of our adorable Lord was a life of continuous trial. From the moment He entered our world He became
leagued with suffering. He identified Himself with it in its almost endless forms. He seemed to have been born
with a tear in His eye, with a shadow of sadness on His brow. He was prophesied as "a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief." And, from the moment He touched the horizon of our earth, from that moment His
sufferings commenced. He did not come to indulge in a life of tranquillity and repose. He did not come to quaff
the cup of earthly sweets. He came to suffer! He came to bear the curse! He came to drain the deep cup of
wrath! He came to weep! He came to bleed! He came to die!
Our Saviour was a cross bearing Saviour. Our Lord was a suffering Lord. He turned His back upon . . .the
pleasures, the riches, the luxuries, and even the common comforts of this world; preferring a life of . . . obscurity, penury, and suffering.

Jesus . . . hungered, thirsted, laboured, sorrowed, wept, suffered, bled, died! He . . . was scourged, was bruised,
was mocked, was smitten, was spit upon, was nailed to the tree, was pierced, was slain!
Octavius Winslow ("Evening Thoughts")
IMMANUEL
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14)

"She shall bear a son." the Son of God and the Son of Man; two natures in one unique Person. "And shall call
His name Immanuel" -- "God with us." He shall take away all our sins, also our greatest sin, unbelief. Out of
His fullness we receive His Spirit and He convicts us of our unbelief. He creates in us true repentance and a
deep sorrow for our unbelief. He reveals Christ in all His beauty and fullness to us. He enable us to embrace
Christ as our Saviour.

And so we are saved by faith, united with Christ by true faith. Therefore we hate what He hates. We walk by
faith. We fight against our unbelief and all other sins. And we are more than conquerors in and by Him. Do you
fight that good fight every day?

Dirk J Budding (Reformed Church of America, Providence congregation in Grand Rapids)
IF MEN COULD SEE YOUR THOUGHTS
Oh how ashamed you would be if men could see your thoughts! Is not the eye of God ten thousand times more
to be regarded?

"You alone know each human heart!" 2 Chronicles 6:30 "Behold, I know your thoughts!" Job 21:27
"Would not God have discovered it, since He knows the secrets of the heart?" Psalm 44:21
"You have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your presence!" Psalm 90:8
"You know when I sit and when I rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar!" Psalm 139:2
"Death and Destruction lie open before the LORD --how much more the hearts of men!" Proverbs 15:11

"I know what is going through your mind." Ezekiel 11:5 "I know their works and their thoughts." Isaiah 66:18
"Lord, You know everyone's heart." Acts 1:24 "For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every
hidden thing, whether it is good or evil." Ecclesiastes 12:14 "God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret
thoughts of all." Romans 2:16 "Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He
will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts." 1 Corinthians 4:5

"Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." (Psalm 139:23-24)
Richard Baxter
SAYINGS
They only are wise, who are wise unto salvation.
Those blessings are sweetest that are won with prayer and worn with thanks.
As faith is merely a receiving grace, so prayer is a begging grace.
The person who loves Christ best, is the person who will pray best.
Thomas Goodwin (1599-1679)
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CHRIST OR CHAOS

“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created
them” (Genesis 1:27)

There was cause for widespread outpouring of grief at the brutal killing of a black man named George Floyd in
Minneapolis at the hands of a white police officer. The officer pressed his knee against Floyd’s neck for nearly
nine minutes whilst Floyd begged him to stop as he repeatedly said, ‘I can’t breathe.’

On 25 May officers responded to a call from a shop employee who alleged that Floyd had used a counterfeit $20
note. After Floyd was located near his car by police, they claimed he "physically resisted officers" while possibly
under the influence of either drugs or alcohol. All four policemen have been charged over the incident which led
to Floyd’s death.

Footage taken by onlookers quickly appeared online and led to widespread protests against racial inequality and
police brutality in America. Some of those protests led to violent riots, particularly after dark, attended by
looting, destruction of property and confrontations with police. Black owned businesses were destroyed and a
retired black police captain, David Dorn, was shot and died in St. Louis trying to protect his friends shop during
the rioting, although this received little press coverage.

‘Black Lives Matters’ protests have spread around the world and made their way to the UK. Thousands of
protesters have marched through London during the coronavirus lockdown. Whilst the vast majority of
protesters have been peaceful, sadly a large minority were not, having attacked the police and television crews,
set fire to the Union Jack and defaced the Winston Churchill memorial in London. A prominent celebrity has
also called for people to support black only businesses.

How ought we respond to the ruthless killing of a black man in Minneapolis on the one hand, and the resulting
anarchy in our streets on the other?

Created in God’s Image
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Firstly, in the murder of George Floyd we must see an injustice perpetrated against an image bearer of God. We
witnessed one image bearer of God subdued with his hands behind his back, begging for his life from forces of
justice. We viewed another image-bearer, David Dorn, lying dying in his own blood whilst his death throes were
broadcast through a mobile phone. We are horrified that the lives of both men made in the likeness of God were
senselessly taken. We are each unique creations of God, for He “created man in His own image; in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:27).

There are people who hate other people based purely upon the colour of their skin, or on the basis of their nationality
or religion. This is apparent for all to see. It is particularly evident in America, where there is a far greater racial
divide than there is in the UK. Racism is a wicked abomination. Yet, ultimately, the answer lies not with peaceful
protests, however laudable they may be. The answer is certainly not to take it upon ourselves to punish society by
rioting, stealing, killing, and violating other image bearers of God. The answer is not to turn a blind eye to the
rioting, or even to support it, as much of the mainstream media and politicians are doing, in order to avoid being
branded as racist, or to further their own political objectives. Neither is the answer to refuse to support businesses,
based purely upon the colour of the business owners skin, for this is merely to worsen the divide.

Whether we are black, brown, yellow, white, or whatever our colour, our lives matter. Our lives matter not because of
the colour of our skin, but because we are all created in the image of God. There is only one race on the earth and
that is the human race, “and He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth
(Acts 17:26). Irrespective of our skin colour, our origin can be traced back to the first man. We are all of the race of
Adam. Since every human life is created in the image of God, we ought to recognise that, not only do black lives
matter, but every life matters, and every life should be treated with equal respect. Until we recognise that we are all
made in the image of God, this divide will remain, and it will continue to manifest itself to greater or lesser degrees.
The Life of the Unborn Child
There is great inconsistency with the Black Lives Matter movement. They claim to value life, yet they don’t see fit to
protest at the murder of unborn children, indeed “reproductive justice” is one of their stated objectives. Sadly, black
lives don’t seem to matter inside the womb.

It has been over 50 years since the Abortion Act 1967 in the United Kingdom and nearing 50 years since the
Supreme Court decriminalised abortion in the United States in 1973. Following these legal authorisations there have
been over 9 million abortions in the United Kingdom and over 50 million abortions in the United States.

Nazi Germany first dehumanised the Jews before exterminating them. Similarly, many of those who were involved
in the slave trade justified their actions by denying the full humanity of the Africans they sought to enslave. Since the
legalisation of abortion many have justified the act of abortion by denying the humanity of the unborn child. In
doing so, they have placed themselves firmly alongside the historical instances of the dehumanising injustices
perpetrated during Nazi Germany and the African slave trade. To deny the humanity of the unborn child in the
womb is also to deny the humanity of survivors of abortion such as Melissa Ohden and Gianna Jessen.

Rioters in Bristol toppled the statue of Philanthropist Edward Colston, one of the City’s founding fathers who made
some of his fortune in the West African slave trade in the 17 th century. The statue was thrown into the docks, in an
attempt to erase Colston from history. Is there not great hypocrisy at protesting and rightly deploring the slave trade,
whilst at the same time either ignoring or supporting abortion? - The murder of the unborn child treated as but an
object, a possession to be discarded. It is hard to believe that our generation prides itself at disassociating from the
atrocities of the past and at the same time continues to wage a modern day abortion holocaust, without an apparent
pang of conscience. How will future generations judge Margaret Sanger or David Steel? How does God judge us
now?

Do Black Lives Matter? Absolutely, as does every human life, created in the image of God, including the unborn
child. However, when we associate ourselves with an organisation by the same name we identify with all its aims and
objectives. The statement, Black Lives Matter, is fundamentally true, but Black Lives Matter, as a movement, is not
simply about racial equality, as their website attests to. The movement is increasingly characterised by violent riots
and mob rule.

Black Lives Matter is a Marxist and progressive movement, which seeks to defund the police and further the sexual
and gender revolutions in order to eradicate the last vestige of biblical morality from our civilisation. We ought to be
very careful before we either unthinkingly, or through intimidation, affiliate ourselves with such an ideology. To
them the Christian is the enemy. We cannot serve God and affirm Black Lives Matter and their agenda.
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Sin and Salvation
The Bible speaks very clearly to those who murder the defenceless child in their mother’s womb, as it did to the
enslavement of Africans during the slave trade, as it did to the mass murder of Jews in Nazi Germany. The
Bible speaks today to the murder of both George Floyd in Minneapolis and David Dorn in St. Louis. “For the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness… full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness” (Romans 1:18,29). God’s wrath
is not only revealed against those who do these things, but of those who support those who do these things,
“who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not
only do the same but also approve of those who practice them” (Romans 1:32).

The root cause of the racism, murder and rioting, which we have seen so prevalently in the chaos in our streets
over recent days, is sin. The root cause of the legalised murder of the unborn child is sin. The only remedy is
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Racism resents, divides and results in hatred, murder and rioting. The Gospel
reconciles not only God and man, but also reconciles us to one another, even in our brokenness and sin.
Abortion kills the unborn, it takes the living and makes them dead. The Gospel takes the dead in sin and makes
them living. The Gospel values every life equally, for all are made in the image of God.

The Gospel is desperately needed in our nations today, in order that, as we trust in Jesus for forgiveness and
salvation through repenting of our sin and turning to Christ, God’s wrath towards sinners may be turned away.
Through the Gospel the divisions and hatred would dissipate, as our hearts are changed and we become “kind
to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32). The
matter might be summed up like this: it is a choice between Christ or chaos.
Scott Maciver

THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
IRELAND (3)
Eastern Presbytery

This month, we continue our series on the Irish Reformed Presbyterian Church. We move on to the Eastern
Presbytery.

Northern Ireland’s capital city, Belfast, is within the bounds of the Eastern Presbytery. This is a large
population centre in great need of the Gospel. The population of the city is over 340,000, but if you include the
greater metropolitan area the population stands at over 670,000. Two of the current congregations are within
Belfast proper with a further two in the suburbs. At one time there were four congregations within the city
proper. One of these congregations, Grosvenor Road, had its building destroyed in 1972 by an IRA bomb,
eventually prompting a merger with the Dublin Road congregation to form Shaftesbury Square RPC. The
Trinity Street congregation also was located in an area affected by terrorism and so eventually, after much
prayer, moved to the suburbs of Newtownabbey. Another Belfast congregation, Cregagh Road, was formally
dissolved in 2007, with the majority of the members joining neighbouring RP congregations. The buildings
were retained by the Presbytery for future church-planting ministry. By God’s grace, this work has now
recommenced as Woodstock RPC.
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Just as throughout the denomination, many of the congregations are historic with buildings on the same site
for centuries. Others are church plants of more recent Presbytery activity – Lisburn (organising minister
inducted in 1982), Dromore (replanted in the 1990s with stated supply, organising minister inducted in 2003),
Carrickfergus (organising minister inducted in 2004), Woodstock (work commenced in 2012, organising
minister inducted in 2017), Cookstown (organising minister inducted in 2015).

A rough idea of the sizes of the congregations is given below from 2019 figures.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Bailiesmills – Rev. John Watterson
Ballyclare – Rev. Nathan Hawthorne
Carrickfergus – Rev. Harry Coulter
Cookstown – Rev. Paul Wright
Dromara – Rev. Geffrey Allan
Dromore – Vacant
Knockbracken – Rev. Prof. Andrew Kerr
Lisburn – Vacant
Newtownards – Rev. Robert M. McCollum
Shaftesbury Square – Rev. Dr. David McKay
Trinity – Rev. Prof. Warren Peel
Woodstock – Rev. David McCullough

24 members
42 members
22 members
7 members
80 members
46 members
35 members
59 members
69 members
50 members
115 members
14 members

The Presbytery has one student under care, John Coulter, five retired ministers, and one minister-without-charge.

Eastern Presbytery Map
Prayer Points

1.

Pray for the ministry of God’s word as it
continues in the churches of our presbytery
in these times when churches are unable to
meet together physically.

2. Pray that our congregations would hear
God speaking in the reading and preaching
of his word - rebuking, challenging, calling
to repentance, exhorting, encouraging and
comforting God’s people and calling
unbelievers to repent and believe and know
Christ as their saviour.

Woodstock RP Church
3. Thank God for the wider ministry of God’s word in many of our congregations through online ministries at this
time. Pray that many who wouldn’t have considered coming into a place of worship would be prompted to
listen to the preaching of God’s word and be brought under conviction of sin.
4. Pray for ministers as they face the challenges of preaching virtually to a more diverse group of listeners. Pray
that they would be enabled to open up and apply God’s word.
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5.

Pray for those within the congregations of our presbytery who are particularly isolated at this time.

6. Pray that the practical ministry of our congregations as they seek to serve the communities around
them at this current time would be blessed by God to speak to those to whom we minister.
7.

Pray for the vacant congregations within our presbytery - Dromore and Lisburn. Pray that they would
be blessed as they join with different congregations across the denomination each Lord’s day for the
online preaching of God's word - pray it would be a means of pointing them to a minister to call in
coming months. Pray for the interim-moderators and elders in the vacant congregation as they bear the
responsibilities of leading and pastoring these congregations in these difficult times.

8. Pray for Harry Coulter as he undertakes a period of sabbatical from the start of March through to the
end of August. Pray it would be a time of refreshing and blessing for him. Pray for the elders of the
Carrickfergus congregation as they organise the ongoing ministry of God's word in the congregation.
9. Pray for John Coulter from the Carrickfergus congregation who has just completed his second year at
the theological college. John was due to undertake a period of placement over the summer with the
church in Australia but has been prevented from undertaking this placement due to the Covid-19 out
break. Pray that the reading material and studying undertaken by John over the summer would be used
by God to replace the preaching and pastoral experience he has missed out on and that his reading and
studying would be blessed by God to equip him for a future preaching and pastoral ministry.

A CALVINIST EVANGELIST?
If I have heard it once, I’ve heard it a thousand times: “A Calvinist evangelist? Isn’t that an oxymoron?
Calvinism undermines evangelism.” This accusation has been repeated so many times that few make the effort
to argue it. Instead, it is simply assumed. Never mind that some of the church’s greatest evangelists have been
Calvinists. One need only be reminded of men such as George Whitefield, David Brainerd, or “the father of
modern missions,” William Carey. “Yes,” we are told, “these men were great evangelists and Calvinists, but that
is because they were inconsistent.” But is this true?

The fact of the matter is that Calvinism is not inconsistent with evangelism; it is only inconsistent with certain
evangelistic methods. It is inconsistent, for example, with the emotionally manipulative methods created by
revivalists such as Charles Finney. But these manipulative methods are themselves inconsistent with Scripture,
so it is no fault to reject them. In order for evangelism to be pleasing to God, it must be consistent with the
whole system of biblical teaching. But what does such evangelism look like?

A classic answer to that question is found in R.B. Kuiper’s little book God-Centred Evangelism. This book
surveys the entire biblical scope of teaching on the subject of evangelism. Kuiper defines evangelism quite
simply as “the promulgation of the evangel.” It is, in other words, the proclamation of the gospel. Kuiper
explains that his book “is a plea for God–centered, in contradistinction to man-centered, evangelism.” The
book, then, presents a theology of evangelism.

The first chapters set forth some of the essential theological presuppositions for God-centered evangelism.
Kuiper explains that God Himself is the author of evangelism, in that before the foundation of the world, He
planned the salvation of sinners. This leads directly into chapter-length discussions of God’s love, His election
of sinners, and His covenant. After setting forth these basic theological foundations, Kuiper then deals with
various biblical aspects of evangelism, beginning with the sovereignty of God and the Great Commission.
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In the Great Commission, Jesus commands His followers to make disciples of “all nations.” The scope of
evangelism, then, is universal. The gospel is to be proclaimed to all. If we truly believe what Scripture tells us
about the necessity of faith in Christ for salvation, then the urgency of evangelism will become evident. A
number of heterodox theologies undermine the urgency of evangelism by teaching that unbelievers will get a
“second chance” after death. There is, however, no biblical warrant for such teaching, and to assert it is
pure presumption.

Our primary motivation for evangelism should be love of God and love of neighbour. Those who love God will
joyfully obey His commission to evangelize and disciple. Those who love their neighbour will desire nothing
greater for them than eternal life. Their aim will be to see God glorified through the salvation of sinners like
themselves in order that the church would grow.

The God-ordained means of evangelism is His own Word. It is through the proclamation of God’s Word that the
Holy Spirit effectually works faith in men’s hearts. The specific message of evangelism is the gospel. Paul
summarizes this message in 1 Corinthians 15:3–5: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.” When
those who hear the gospel ask what they must do to be saved, Scripture tells us that the answer is: “Believe in the
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31).

In the final chapters of his book, Kuiper surveys issues such as zeal for evangelism, the biblical method of evangelism, cooperation in evangelism, resistance to evangelism, and the triumph of evangelism. He reminds us that
we can proclaim the gospel with great hope, looking forward to seeing the fruits of our evangelism, a time when
“a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages” will
stand before the throne of the Lamb, clothed in white and crying out, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:9–10).

For too long, the church has attempted to achieve a worthy goal through worldly means. Let us heed Kuiper’s
plea and leave man-centered Madison Avenue methods behind. May we fulfil the Great Commission in a
God-glorifying manner.
Keith Mathison, Ligonier Blog
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Dear Children
How often do you think of your ability to see, hear, talk and walk? Each one of these is very precious and to be deprived
of any one of them would be a real handicap. This month I want to speak to you about how to use each of these abilities
in a way that will benefit you and bring you much blessing.

The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians chapter 4 and verse 8 to meditate or think on the things that are true, noble, just,
pure, lovely, of good report, and are worthy of praise. We all know that bad thoughts affect the way we speak and the
way we act. In the same way, good thoughts also influence our lives.

Now, what is it that affects your thoughts? Is it not what you watch, what you read and what you listen to? It is then
very important for you to make good choices as to what you watch e.g. on the television or on the internet. If these
programmes or websites are portraying a lifestyle that is contrary to what God approves of and to what is written in His
Word then it is wise for you to shun them and refuse to be caught up with them. Always ask yourself if what you are
watching is what God would approve of.

The same is true of the books you read. Don’t choose ones which will lead you astray and pollute (make filthy) your
thoughts and your life. Watch out for ones that use bad language or language that breaks the 3 rd Commandment i.e.
taking God’s name in vain. Are the themes of the books you read encouraging the breaking of other Commandments?
In order to know that, you need to know the 10 Commandments that God has given. You will find them in Exodus
chapter 20. We have looked at some of them before but perhaps you were too young then so it might be appropriate to
look at them again sometime. They are a very good guide as to how we should live our lives. Although God gave them
to Moses and the Children of Israel long, long ago they still apply to life in every age. What God requires of us never
changes. Those of you who are older should also look at what the Shorter Catechism has to say about them. You will find
them in Questions 45 to 81. You will see that each Commandment is followed by two questions – What is required? and
What is forbidden? These are worth studying to help you understand them.

Be careful then as to what you watch, read or listen to because it will influence what you think, say or do. It will also
influence your choice of companions. In 1Corinthians chapter 15 and verse 33 the Apostle Paul tells us that “evil company corrupts (or spoils) good habits.” Therefore, choose your friends wisely. It is very important. Do not mix with those
who despise God and His laws. Psalm 1 is worth learning and remembering. It tells us why it is important not to walk in
the ways of the ungodly but to walk in the way of the Lord as Psalm 119, verse 1 tells us. That is the one who is blessed.

My prayer for you is that you will say with David in Psalm 119, verse 63: “I am a companion of all who fear you and of
those who keep your precepts (or commandments).”

With my love and God’s blessing.
Granny M

Activity:
Read Psalm 119 and find:
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1.

The verse which speaks about hiding God’s Word in your heart and why.

2. The verse which speaks about having God’s Word as our delight and a place where we get good advice.
3. The verse which has a prayer about our eyes.
4. The verse which speaks about who our companions should be.

