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Dear congregation, 

 

The sense of grief surrounding the tragic sinking of HMY Iolaire will long continue in the consciousness of the 

Leòdhasaich and Hearraich. The Western Isles had already been devastated by the deaths of men in the perils of 

war far from home; but to lose husbands, fathers, brothers so close to the safety of port was truly heart-breaking. 

New Year’s Day 1919, instead of bringing the anticipated homecoming of the brave soldiers, rather ushered in in-

effable calamity. 

 

The memorial at Holm bears an inscription of Psalm 77:19: 

Do cheuma tha ’s an doimhneachd mhòir,  Thy way is in the sea, and in 

do shlighe tha ’s a’ chuan:    the waters great thy path; 

Ach luirg do chos cha-n aithnich sinn,   Yet are thy footsteps hid, O Lord; 

tha sud am folach uainn.    none knowledge thereof hath. 

 

In this Psalm, Asaph is feeling overwhelmed, unable to sleep because of the weighty questions plaguing his mind: 

“Will the Lord cast off forever? Will He be favourable no more? Has His mercy ceased forever? Has His promise 

failed forevermore? Has God forgotten to be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies?” How it is the 

case, when we truly “meditate within our hearts” (v. 6), that the circumstances of life can lead us to the bitter    

anguish of these questions, often without immediate answers. 

 

But Asaph makes a deliberate choice. He can continue to ponder these questions in the abstract, or he can        

contemplate them in the context of Jehovah’s redemptive works through the years. Asaph is at that time troubled 

in spirit, feeling dejected and abandoned. Yet, the Lord had been gracious – “who is so great a God as our 

God?” (v. 13) and “You have with Your arm redeemed Your people.” (v. 15). 

 

One of the greatest exemplars of salvation was the deliverance of Israel at the Red Sea. This leads Asaph to state 

the verse we have on our monument – Thy way is in the sea, etc. We cannot always ascertain God’s particular    

reasons for what He has done; His footsteps are hidden by the waves of the sea. Sometimes, after the fact, we    

observe how God has been at work. At other times, God simply expects from us submission to His will which is 

beyond searching out. As W. S. Plumer states, “Our great business is to hear, obey, acquiesce, not to judge,       

comprehend, nor explain God’s ways.”  

 

There remains hope for the Christian to see that despite the sometimes-unanswerable questions, there remains 

the powerful overarching and redemptive purpose of God which brings consolation even in tragedy. 

 

In Christ, 

Stephen 

 

 

 

Saving faith is a gift from our creator given to His elect. The means by which He has established, to give His elect 

faith, is “the ministry of the Word,” (Westminster Confession of Faith 14:1), as “faith comes by hearing and      

hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) 

On a recent trip to Gambia, on the west coast of Africa, there was a wonderful opportunity to share the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to the lost in a land that is dominated by Islam. A small group of 5 of us travelled over 4,000 miles 

from Stornoway to Gambia and sought to take  the opportunity to share the Good News that “Jesus Christ came 

into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). As Spurgeon said, “it is neither your task nor mine to guess who 

FAITH COMES BY HEARING 
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God’s elect are.” However, we can have great confidence that God does indeed have an elect people, from every      

nation, tribe, people and tongue, who will hear the Word of God and be brought to saving faith, as the Spirit 

accompanies the Word to make them receptive to the message. The Spirit penetrates our souls with a 

knowledge of our sin, the hope of salvation found only in and through Jesus Christ and elicits a response of 

saving faith in the lost. Scripture is central as the means by which saving faith is worked, therefore the      

Scriptures, rather than  gimmicks, ought to be central to any missionary effort , both at home and abroad.    

In Gambia, there are few churches and few villages where the Gospel is faithfully proclaimed from the pulpit. 

One way of bringing people into contact with the Word is to provide them with their own copy of the Bible. 

However, as strange as it may sound, that is in itself can sometimes prove problematic for a few reasons.  

Firstly, people working in the village, particularly the ladies, are often so busy that they don’t set time aside 

from their daily routine to read the Bible. Secondly, there are those who are illiterate or blind and are unable 

to read the Bible for themselves. 

In recent years, we have come across an excellent resource in bringing the Word of God to the Gambian      

people, most of  them  not having the privilege of a Gospel ministry, by which they are taught the Word of God. 

The resource is an Audio Bible, which is a solar powered digital MP3 player. It is a very suitable means of 

reaching out to the lost, to the illiterate and blind, as well as to those who are busy with village life.  Moreover, 

the audio Bibles are available in the people’s own native language.  

It has been very encouraging to meet people and see them enthusiastically      

accept the offer of an audio Bible  and later to walk through the village hearing 

the audio Bible play as people either sit with friends and family or are working 

on the land and on other duties. The problem we have experienced is not that 

people are unwilling to accept the Bible, a problem we would face here in       

Scotland, but that there are so many requests for audio Bibles that we run out of 

stock very quickly. 

One particular man, who is responsible for an idolatrous shrine in the village,   

attended our evening Bible study on two occasions. We gave him an audio Bible 

in the Jola language and the next night, he brought his wife along who also       

requested an audio Bible, which we were glad to provide her with.  

 Please remember the Gambia in your prayers, as it is a land, like Scotland, 

which is in great need of the Gospel. However, unlike Scotland, it is a land that is 

very open to the Gospel. In fact, it is an open door.  SM 
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MAKING A FRESH START 
 

 

We can all start afresh!  However far we have ascended there is something higher; and however far we have fallen, it 

is always possible to make a fresh start.  We need to take our place in the School of Christ and be taught by him 

(Ehesians 4: 20,21). 

  

"The old man" which we must "put off" is clearly our former manner of life.  If we have not put it entirely away, let 

us do so now by an immediate act of faith in the living Spirit.  It does not take long for a beggar to put off his rags 

and take away instead a new suit of clothes, and it need not take a moment longer to put away the habits and 

thoughts, ways of speech and life which are currently unworthy of the children of God.  Do it now, and look up to 

the Holy Spirit to keep renewing you in the spirit of your mind.  

  

But more than this, let us "put on the new man", which is the life of Jesus Christ, that ideal which is in the likeness 

of God, and which the Lord created for us by his blessed life and death and resurrection.   But to enable us to live 

this life we need the daily help of the Holy Spirit. He entered our hearts at the moment of regenerations, and has 

been with us ever since. We may not have realised his entry, but we believe it because of the assurance of 1           

Corinthians 6:19; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 3:16.  For my part, I like to begin every day, before lifting my head from 

the pillow, by saying:  "Thou art within, O Spirit of Christ, though I feel Thee not." 

  

If the Holy Spirit be ungrieved, he will witness to our sonship; he will enthrone Christ asking of our life; will keep 

the self-life in the place of death; will give us a hunger for  the things of God;  he will give power in witness-

bearing.  In order to have a strong and Christian experience, the one thing is to see that we do not grieve the       

Spirit.  I do not think that we can grieve him away, but we may greatly limit and restrain his gracious work by       

insincerity of speech, the nursing of an unforgiving spirit, any kind of over-reaching or fraudulent dealing, impurity 

of speech, or failure in love.  

  

We may be bound, so as not to be able to move our arms, by a number of cotton threads, quite as tightly as by a 

strong rope-thong. Let us take care not to grieve him by such inconsistencies. 

 

 

And the weakness of God is stronger  than men  (1 Corinthians 1:15) 

  

No doubt a snowflake is one of the weaker things God has made. Touch it and it disintegrates.  Breathe on it and it 

evaporates. Yet snowflakes have often proven to be stronger than men. They can stop cars and  trucks,  close roads, 

schools and businesses and even stop men's armies. Snow played a significant part in the destruction of Napoleon's 

Grande Armee, and even Hitler's formidable panzer divisions had to come to a standstill when confronted with 

God's frail snowflakes.        P.W. 

 

It has been said that the stirring of the Spirit is like snowflakes falling at night - unseen and unheard - but still  a 
reality. 

 

 

But this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto  those things which are 

before.   

(Phil. 3:13) 

 

What does this mean for the Christian?  It means that whatever is behind us, good or bad, is not to be trusted or 

relied on for the future.  Only our faith in Jesus matters and the fact that we'll spend eternity in heaven with Him. 
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A PATTERN OF GOOD WORKS 

  

Our focus and priority should be about our  relationship with the Lord, not on earthly things.  Wise is the   

Christian that makes intimacy with God their number one objective. That's a worthy goal surely to be rewarded 

by Him!        Debora Manera 

 

 

In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works (Titus 2:7). 

  

For the Christian every  circumstance is an opportunity for the Lord --  to speak for Him, to represent Him, to 

be His ambassadors in  a world that does not know Him. Our constant aim should always be do to those things 

that please Him (Heb, 13: 20-21),  to be accepted of Him (2 Cor. 5:9), and found in Him (Phil. 3:10). In a day 

when everyone is encouraged to make their personal lives public, let us  use every  opportunity to honour Him 

by showing ourselves a pattern of  good works. 

          Mark Kolchin 

 

O that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men. 

(Psalm 107:8)  

  

If we complained less, and praised more, we should be happier, and God would be more glorified. Let us daily 

praise God for common mercies - common as we frequently call them, and yet so priceless, that when deprived 

of them we are ready to perish. Let us bless God for the eyes with which we behold the sun, for the health and 

strength to walk abroad, for the bread we eat, for the raiment we wear. Let us praise Him that we are not cast 

out among the hopeless, or confined amongst the guilty; let us thank Him for liberty, for friends, for family    

associations and comforts; let us praise Him, in fact, for everything which we receive from His bounteous hand, 

for we deserve little, and yet are most plenteously endowed. 

  

But, beloved, the sweetest and the loudest note in our songs of praise should be of redeeming love. God's        

redeeming acts towards His chosen are for ever the favourite themes of their praise. If we know what               

redemption means, let us not withhold our sonnets of thanksgiving. We have been redeemed from the power of 

our corruptions, uplifted from the depth of sin in which we were naturally plunged. We have been led to the 

cross of Christ, our shackles of guilt have been broken off; we are no longer slaves, but children of the living 

God, and can antedate the period when we shall be presented before the throne without spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing. Even now by faith we wave the palm-branch and wrap ourselves about with the fair linen which is to 

be our everlasting array, and shall we not unceasingly give thanks to the Lord our Redeemer? 

  

Child of God, canst thou be silent? Awake, awake, ye heritors of glory, and lead your captivity captive, as ye cry 

with David, "Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name." Let the new month 

begin with new songs.        CHS 



TEACH US TO NUMBER OUR DAYS 
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This verse is often treated as if it were a proverb that means, “Life is short, so live wisely.” But in the context of 

the whole psalm, it means much more than that, as we will see. It is a key part of a meditation on God and on 

living as the people of God. 

In Hebrew, verse 12 begins with the words “to number our days.” This phrase picks up the theme of time that is 

so pervasive in this psalm. A reflection on time leads us to see how weak we are and how short our lives are: 

“You return man to dust and say, ‘Return, O children of man!’ … You sweep them away as with a flood; they are 

like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the    

evening it fades and withers… The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their 

span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away” (vv. 3, 5–6, 10). Here, Psalm 90 shows its   

connection to the concerns of Psalm 89 about man’s frailty: “Remember how short my time is! For what vanity 

you have created all the children of man! What man can live and never see death? Who can deliver his soul from 

the power of Sheol?” (Ps. 89:47–48). Such realism about our weakness is the necessary foundation of any true 

wisdom. “O Lord, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I 

am” (Ps. 39:4). 

The shortness and weakness of human life are the fruit of sin and judgment in the world. The psalmist    

acknowledges that sin frankly, saying, “You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your 

presence” (Ps. 90:8). He knows that his holy God visits His judgment on sinners. “For all our days pass away 

under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh… . Who considers the power of your anger, and your 

wrath according to the fear of you?” (vv. 9, 11). It is surely frightening to think that God’s wrath will equal all the 

obedience that is due to Him. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%2089.47%E2%80%9348
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%2039.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%2090.8


 
“We need a teacher, and the only teacher who can rescue us from         

ourselves is God. 
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Although life is short and the wrath of God terrifying, the mercy and protection of God for His people are great. 

God is the home of His people: “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations” (v. 1). Through all 

the generations of His people’s existence, reaching back all the way to creation, God has always preserved and 

protected His people. Even in the garden of Eden, He promised that He would redeem His own (Gen. 3:15). God 

remains the home of His people because He is the redeeming God. 

Moses reminds us that while the life of man is frail and short, God is eternal. “Before the mountains were 

brought forth or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God” (v. 

2). Moses takes us back before God created the earth to remind us that our God is before and beyond time and 

this world. He has always been, and He is sufficient to Himself without us. Moses makes this point in another 

way in verse 4: “For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the 

night.” Time does not have the same meaning for God that it has for us. For us, a thousand years is a time so 

long that we cannot really imagine experiencing it. For God, it is no different from a very short period of time 

He is eternal, above the time that He created. 

 

 

 

This eternal God directs the course of history by His infinite power. Moses, who had seen the power of God    

often displayed in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt, continues to pray that the majesty of God’s works would 

remain before the eyes of the people: “Let your work be shown to your servants, and your glorious power to 

their children” (v. 16). As God had brought suffering by His power, so Moses prays that God will send blessing: 

“Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, and for as many years as we have seen evil” (v. 15). If 

our need is to number our days by contrasting their shortness with the eternal nature of God, then our prayer to 

God is that He would teach us: “Teach us to number our days.” We will never learn that lesson in our own 

strength. We are not only ignorant if left to ourselves, but we suppress the truth in unrighteousness (Rom 1:18). 

We convince ourselves that we have a long time to live, and as long as we are healthy, we really believe that we 

will live forever in this body. We need a teacher, and the only teacher who can rescue us from ourselves is God. 

This excerpt is adapted from Learning to Love the Psalms by W. Robert Godfrey— Ligonier Blog 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen.%203.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.18
http://www.ligonier.org/store/learning-to-love-the-psalms-hardcover/


THE HOPE OF FORGIVENESS 
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I recently asked a group of church members if they had ever struggled with assurance of salvation. There was an 

overwhelming affirmation that all had struggled in the quest for that sweet subjective assurance for which     

believers often long in their souls. This is not at all a strange thing in the history of the church. Many of the    

Reformers, Puritans and other Reformed theologians wrote volumes to address the intricacies of this important 

subject. For instance, John Owen’s The Forgiveness of Sin, William Guthrie’s The Christian’s Great Interest, 

John Colquhoun’s Spiritual Comfort, David Dickson and James Durham The Sum of Saving 

Knowledge, Gisbertus Voetius and Johannes Hoornbeeck’s Spiritual Desertion, and D. Martyn Lloyd-

Jones’ Spiritual Depression: Its Causes and Cure were all products of pastoral concern to help believers gain 

and maintain the assurance of salvation. 

 

Many who have trusted in Christ struggle deeply in their consciences over their post-conversion sins. How can a 

true believer commit a particular sin–sometimes repeatedly–after he or she comes to Christ? How do I know 

whether I have really repented of my sin if I have committed it on a recurrent basis? Have I really and truly     

repented if I fall into it again? How do we reconcile the fact that the Apostle John says “whoever is born of God 

does not sin” (1 John 3:9) with the fact that the Apostle James says, “We all stumble in many ways” (James 

3:2)? These and a myriad of other questions are bound up with the issue of the subjective assurance of            

salvation. 

 

God has redeemed us so that we would walk in paths of righteousness. Jesus died to both the guilt and the   

power of sin so that those for whom he died can walk in newness of life. “The grace of God, which brings         

salvation” writes the Apostle, “teaches us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously and godly in this present age” (Titus 2:11-12). Paul reminds believers, “you were bought with a price. 

So glorify God in your body.” The Apostle Peter explains, “If you call on the Father, who without partiality    

judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing 

that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by       

tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 

spot” (1 Peter 1:17-19). We should have the singular goal of pursuing holiness since Christ has set us free from 

“the guilt of sin, and condemning wrath of God, the curse of the moral law…this present evil world, bondage to 

Satan, and dominion of sin; from the evil of afflictions, the sting of death, the victory of the grave, and            

everlasting  damnation” (Westminster Confession of Faith 20.1). 

 

While no serious minded Christian will ever dismiss the severity of the sin in his or her life, the reality of         

indwelling sin is something with which he or she will have to grapple throughout the entirety of life. The     

greatest saints have been the first to acknowledge the greatness of their sin. David, on more than one occasion, 

admitted the multi-variegated dimensions of his sin. For instance, in Psalm 31:10, he wrote: “My life is spent 

with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength fails because of my iniquity, and my bones waste 

away” (Ps. 31:10). When considering just how much sin he had committed, David concluded, “My iniquities 

have overtaken me, and I cannot see; they are more than the hairs of my head; my heart fails me” (Ps. 40:12). 

And, when he finally came to confess his post-conversion sin of adultery and premeditated murder to the Lord, 

in Psalm 51, he confessed: “I know my  transgressions, and my sin is ever before me” (Ps. 51:3). The Prince of 

the Puritan theologians, John Owen, wrote, “As no man had more grace than David, so none had a greater     

instance of the power of sin, and guilt upon the conscience.”  

 

https://archive.org/details/forgivenessofsin00owen
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/williamguthrie/greatinterest_p.pdf
https://archive.org/details/ATreatiseOnSpiritualComfort
https://books.google.com/books?id=Pp4CAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA1&dq=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=b7GiVOS8MYHQgwSS94DoDA&ved=0CB0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=Pp4CAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA1&dq=&hl=en&sa=X&ei=b7GiVOS8MYHQgwSS94DoDA&ved=0CB0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.wtsbooks.com/spiritual-desertion-gisbertus-voetius-johannes-hoornbeeck-9781601781895?utm_source=nbatzig&utm_medium=blogpartners
http://www.wtsbooks.com/spiritual-depression-martyn-lloyd-jones-9780802813879?utm_source=nbatzig&utm_medium=blogpartners
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Owen himself battled for assurance of salvation throughout various seasons of his life. It was on account of this 

that he wrote his magnificent discourse on Psalm 130. Toward the end of that work, Owen wrote: 

 

“Notwithstanding all your sins, all the evil that your own hearts know you to be guilty of, and that hidden mass 

or evil treasure of sin which is in you, which you are not able to look into; notwithstanding that charge that lies 

upon you from your own consciences, and that dreadful sentence and curse of the law which you are obnoxious 

unto; notwithstanding all the just grounds that you have to apprehend that God is your enemy, and will be so 

unto eternity;—yet there are terms of peace and reconciliation provided and proposed between Him and your 

souls…There is a way whereby sinners may come to be accepted with God; for ‘there is forgiveness with Him, 

that He may be feared.’”1 

 

When our hearts are weighed down with a sense of the guilt of our sin, we must necessarily turn the eyes of our 

hearts to Christ crucified. Owen illustratively painted the grounds of forgiveness when he wrote, “pardon flows 

from the heart of the Father through the blood of the Son.” The Apostle John emphasized this truth when he 

wrote, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness…If anyone sins we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous–and he himself is the   

propitiation for our sin.” (1 John 1:8-2:1). Believers must be confident in the fact that “there is a fountain 

opened…to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness” (Zech. 13:1). David was confident in the promise of God to 

forgive and cleanse through the blood of Christ, when he cried out, “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow” (Ps. 51:7). Jesus holds forth the cup in the Supper to assure the 

hearts of his people that his blood “was shed for the remission of sin.” 

 

The more we are convinced of the truth that the Father has already provided legal forgiveness through the   

shedding of the blood of the Son, the more readily we will go to him for the paternal forgiveness of our            

particular sins. The Apostle Peter explained that when growth in grace and holiness is lacking it someone’s life 

it is because he has “forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins” (2 Peter 1:9). When we return to God 

in brokenness and in confidence that He has already provided forgiveness in the blood of Christ, we will make it 

our renewed aim to be well-pleasing to Him. And, we will repeat this processes again and again, all the days of 

our life, until we are “saved to sin no more.” 

  

1. John Owen, The works of John Owen. (W. H. Goold, Ed.) (Vol. 6, p. 516). Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 

       Rev. Nick Batzig, www.feedingonchrist.com  

https://ref.ly/logosres/worksowen06?ref=Page.p+516&off=1029&ctx=efore%2c%E2%80%94%0aFirst%2c+That+~notwithstanding+all+
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China detained Pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church and more than 100 of the church’s members 

in a raid last month. More arrests are still being made. Wang Yi has vocally resisted the Chinese government    

requirement for all churches to be registered with the government and come under their regulations or be shut 

down. The purpose is to make sinicise or make all religion conform to the government ideology. Resistance to 

this is essential for Wang Yi. He  has written: “I firmly believe this is a spiritual act of disobedience. In modern 

authoritarian regimes that persecute the church and oppose the gospel, spiritual disobedience is an inevitable 

part of the gospel movement”. 

 

Wang Yi wrote in his defence before he was imprisoned: “I firmly believe that the Bible has not given any 

branch of any government the authority to run the church or to interfere with the faith of Christians. Therefore, 

the Bible demands that I, through peaceable means, in meek resistance and active forbearance, filled with joy, 

resist all administrative policies and legal measures that oppress the church and interfere with the faith of 

Christians”. 

 

These arguments remind us of the principles for which the Covenanters suffered in Scotland and which may yet 

be needed in more countries than China. The following is from James Stewart’s classic book Naphtali, or, The 

wrestlings of the Church of Scotland for the kingdom of Christ (1667). 

 

 

Jesus Christ Himself  and not the civil government is the author and fountain of Church power and                 

government. The apostle tells us, that Christ and not the civil government is Head of the Church (Ephesians 

1:22 and 5:13). He not only spiritually communicates inward grace to the members, but governmental power 

and direction for the outward regulation of the whole body. How then can the civil government be Head of the 

Church, or supreme governor in all ecclesiastical matters? Must the Church have two Heads, or a Head above a 

Head? Let Christ be still Head of the Church. And as such. You will find Him, and not the civil government    

instituting all Church ordinances for: 

 Administration of the Word and Sacraments (Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23); 

 Excommunication and absolution (Matthew 18:17-18) and all other acts of government and discipline. 

 

You will find Him and not the civil government instituting Church offices. He gave (Ephesians 4:11) and set in 

the Church (1 Corinthians 12:28) apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers etc. And who will dare alter by adding 

or diminishing? You will find Him and not the civil government authorising these officers to exercise the        

various acts of the power of order and jurisdiction (Matthew 28:19).  You will find Him and not the civil         

government equipping these Church officers, with gifts and graces for their work. None go on their own          

expenses. Can any civil government breathe the Holy Spirit as Christ did on His apostles (John 20:22)? In His 

name (not the name of the state) they must perform all Church acts. They must assemble (Matthew 18:20); 

baptise (Matthew 28:19); excommunicate (1 Corinthians 5:4); and do all in His name. 

Christ, not the state makes laws absolutely and primarily obliging the Church and Church officers. He is        

therefore called the lawgiver (Isaiah 33:22; James 4:12). He, and not the civil government will call Church      

rulers to their final account.  They must give an account (Hebrews 13:17) to their judge who gave them their 

commission (Isaiah 33:22). 

In recognition of all this, the apostle Paul acknowledges that the Lord Jesus, and not the civil government gives 

ministerial power and authority (2 Corinthians 10:8 and 2 Corinthians 13:10). And because of this, they are 

called the ministers of Christ (1 Corinthians 4:1) and Ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20) not for the  

CHRIST IS HEAD OVER HIS CHURCH 

THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH IN CHINA 
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state.  They are His servants and therefore should not be pleasers of man nor of the government (Galatians 
1:10).  

 

Thus, Church power and government are distinct from civil government. Jesus Christ and not the state is the 

author and fountain of that government. Therefore, it evidently follows that it is not subordinate to the civil 

government. 
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 Do you yearn to see Christ face to face? Richard Sibbes fans the flame of 

the Christian’s desire to see God from Psalm 27:4 in an extraordinary 

treatise on the subject of the beatific vision. 

 

Richard Sibbes (1577–1635) was an inspiring Christ-centred minister and 

experiential preacher. He influenced Anglicanism, Presbyterianism, and 

Independency, was a pastor of pastors, and lived a life of moderation. 

Daniel Neal describes him as a celebrated preacher, an educated divine, 

and a charitable and humble man who repeatedly underestimated his 

gifts. 

In this extraordinary work on Psalm 27:4, Sibbes instructs the reader   

concerning the beatific vision of God. He lays out the desire and affection 

of the holy prophet David, whose goal was to dwell with God, face to face. 

In this he lifts the reader to heights of sweetness concerning the object of 

the Christian’s desire: dwelling with God through Christ. He directs the 

reader to taste of Christ now, so that they will experience that coveted 

glimpse of God in their understanding, only to be encouraged that they 

will one day experience it face to face with Christ in heaven. 

  

Such a sanctuary of thought is a high mountain of blessedness and causes the feet of our meditation of God to 

run like hind’s feet on high places upon the mountain of spices (Psalm 18:33; Hab. 3:19; Song 8:14). Sibbes is 

simple in this, yet profound. This is a work worthy to reflect and digest to find refreshment for the soul which 

will be enlivened to new heights of holy contemplation. 

Pastor Wang Yi 

PURITANPUBLICATIONS.COM  



12 

 

 

 

 

Dear Children 

 

This month you will be hearing many people wishing one another “A Happy New Year”.  In Gaelic we don’t say “A Happy 

New Year” but “A Good New Year” – “Bliadhna Mhath Ur”. 

 

What makes any year good?  Will it not be a good year for us if God is with us and goes before us throughout the year?  

God alone knows what is ahead of us and He alone can take us safely from day to day. 

 

When you are travelling on a way that you have not known before it is always good to have someone with you that knows 

the way ahead, someone you can trust.  I remember when I left home to go to Glasgow to study.  I had never been off the 

island before, never mind been to the big city of Glasgow.  A school friend, who had gone to University the previous year, 

was with me.  This gave me both confidence and security because she knew the way to Glasgow.  So it is with our life.  

What a blessing it is to have someone who promises that, if we put our trust in Him, He will lead us and guide us not just 

for one year but for the rest of our life!  David said in Psalm 48, verse 14 :  “For this God is our God for ever and ever: He 

will be our guide even unto death.” 

 

Can you say that David’s God and Saviour is your God too?  It is only if you know Him and trust in Him that you can have 

the confidence that He will be your guide even unto death. 

 

My prayer for you is that you will all have the Lord God as your constant guide each day of this New Year and also for the 

rest of your life.  He is a good guide and a trustworthy guide and will 

take you safely to heaven at the last.  What a great companion you will 

have and what a Good New Year it will be! 

 

With my love and prayers as always. 

Granny M 

 

Activity: Complete the following: 

 

In Jeremiah 3:4, Jeremiah calls God  the g____________ of my y_______________. 

 

 

In Psalm 32:8, God promises David to i__________________ him and t______________ him and to  

 

g_______________ him with His eye. 

 

 

In Psalm 73:24, David is confident that God will g________________ him with His c_________________ and 

 

 afterward r_______________ him into g_____________. 


