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Dear congregation, 

  

Do you see benefits in Presbyterianism? Surely there must be advantages! Presbyterianism is the government that 

God has appointed for the Church and since God intends blessing for His Church then surely this system of      

government will have several advantages! Sometimes the benefits are seen more by the ministers and elders who 

attend Presbytery meetings. But one on-going benefit of being Presbyterian is our interconnectivity with other 

Reformed Presbyterian churches and this can be felt by you in the pew. There may not be another RP                  

congregation near us, but there are many that are near us in the throne room of grace! 

 

I was recently able to attend the Ministers’ Conference of the Irish RP Church along with Peter Loughridge and 

Stephen Steele. There were over forty ministers including retired ministers. We were fed richly from the Word of 

God with six sermons over three days and had plenty of opportunities for discussing the challenges and joys of the 

ministry. This conference was a tremendous benefit to my own soul. 

 

What I found most encouraging was the interest that the Irish ministers have in the work in Stornoway. Some 

have been here and taken services and they pass on their love and Christian greetings. Others have never been to 

Stornoway and yet are genuinely interested in our congregation.  Two portions of the conference were given over 

to sessions of prayer – the first dealing with adoration, confession of sin, and prayer items from two of the Irish 

presbyteries; the second dealing with the remaining two Irish presbyteries, the Australian church, and our own 

Presbytery in Scotland. A great love and concern for the Church was manifested. 

 

We should be encouraged by our praying friends, not only in Ireland but also around the world. It is a joy to      

belong to a family of churches where there is genuine love. Even if we don’t meet the half of our fellow Reformed 

Presbyterians (in this life!), we know that many are praying for us and so we too pray for them. 

 

The apostle Paul sets us this example in writing to the Colossians and his accompanying letter to Philemon (a 

leader at Colossae). The church in Colossae was not established by Paul; rather it was Epaphras, one of Paul’s   

converts, who had preached the Gospel there. However, that does not stop Paul being burdened for them, nor 

does it stop them being concerned for his safety. I’ll leave you with this example of prayer for those Paul had not 

met from Colossians 1:3-8: 

 

We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your 

faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of 

which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has also in all the 

world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in 

truth; as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your 

behalf, who also declared to us your love in the Spirit. 

  

In Christ, 

Stephen 

 

 

 

The Scottish Government has said it will “ensure” a proposal that criminalises parents who smack their children 

becomes law. The move represents a dramatic U-turn on its previous stance on the issue. In April, the Scottish 

Government said that it did not support a smacking ban “which could potentially criminalise parents for lightly 

smacking their children.”  

SNP U-TURNS ON CRIMINALISING PARENTS WHO SMACK THEIR CHILDREN 

NEWS & EVENTS 



The ban would be implemented by way of a Member’s Bill put forward by Green MSP John Finnie. Last 

month, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon declared that her party would not stand in the way of Finnie’s Bill. The 

Govt has now gone further: “Mr Finnie’s proposals are not a Scottish government bill, however we will ensure 

the proposals become law.” 

Existing Scottish legislation specifically outlaws blows to the head, shaking, or the use of an implement. Critics 

have highlighted that Finnie’s proposal could see parents handed a criminal record for lovingly disciplining 

their children and leaves them at risk of being labelled as child abusers. Be Reasonable Scotland said a ban 

would be “wildly unpopular” and “a gross intrusion on family life by politicians who are totally out of touch 

with real people”. 

A spokesman said: “It would overload police and social workers, making it even harder for them to find and 

help children who are being abused. “Instead of seeking to introduce a ban on smacking, the Scottish           

Government should instead be concentrating on improving awareness of the current law, which is already 

clear and widely understood.”  

For more information on the campaign, which is being backed by The Christian Institute and the Family      
Education Trust, visit Be Reasonable Scotland’s website.  The Christian Institute 

 

 

Ken Smith began his ministry in the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church of North America in 1952. He has ministered in in       

Pensylvania, in Ireland, in Cyprus and in New York. He also 

served as the Director of Christian Education for the RPCNA for 

fourteen years. 

Ken has written this short book calling men to a form of disciple-

ship that he believes models the life of Jesus. Jesus lived, taught 

and ministered alongside his disciples, taking them “with Him” 

wherever He went. This sort of discipleship isn’t easy, it takes 

time, openness and commitment; but in his book Ken shares how 

this principle has given him more purpose and joy as a pastor. He 

explains how it’s possible to find godly men to disciple and how 

you can practically start using the “with him” principle. The book 

is also packed full of Ken’s experiences of seeing men he has     

discipled then go on to disciple others. The ‘with him’ principle 

isn’t new or difficult to understand. It’s a model of discipleship 

that will stretch and challenge men to a Christian life that         

demands their all.  

Available via www.covenanterbooks.com/products/with-him  
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A NEW BOOK ON DISCIPLESHIP—WITH HIM 

www.bereasonablescotland.org  

http://www.christian.org.uk/news/scottish-govt-backs-move-criminalise-parents-smack/
https://www.bereasonablescotland.org/
http://reformedpresbyterian.org/
http://reformedpresbyterian.org/


OUR PORTION 

GLADNESS 

 

 

 

God employs His people to encourage one another. He did not say to an angel, "Gabriel, my servant Joshua is about 

to lead my people into Canaan -- go, encourage him." God never works needless miracles; if His purposes can be 

accomplished by ordinary means, He will not use miraculous agency. Gabriel would not have been half so well fitted 

for the work as Moses. 

  

A brother's sympathy is more precious than an angel's embassy. The angel, swift of wing, had better known the 

Master's bidding than the people's temper. An angel had never experienced the hardness of the road, nor seen the 

fiery serpents, nor had he led the stiff-necked multitude in the wilderness as Moses had done. We should be glad 

that God usually works for man by man. It forms a bond of brotherhood, and being mutually dependent on one   

another, we are fused more completely into one family.  

  

Brethren, take the text as God's message to you. Labour to help others, and especially strive to encourage them. 

Talk cheerily to the young and anxious enquirer, lovingly try to remove stumbling blocks out of his way. When you 

find a spark of grace in the heart, kneel down and blow it into a flame. Leave the young believer to discover the 

roughness of the road by degrees, but tell him of the strength which dwells in God, of the sureness of the promise, 

and of the charms of communion with Christ.  

  

Aim to comfort the sorrowful, and to animate the desponding. Speak a word in season to him that is weary, and   

encourage those who are fearful to go on their way with gladness. God encourages you by His promises; Christ     

encourages you as He points to the heaven He has won for you, and the spirit encourages you as He works in you to 

will and to do of His own will and pleasure. Imitate divine wisdom, and encourage others, according to the word of 

this evening.         CHS 

 

 

A Christian is one who has been anointed in some measure with the oil of gladness.  He has received the Spirit of 

Christ, and among the outstanding fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, and peace. He has experienced the happiness of 

deliverance, in relation to his past; he also knows the happiness of possession, as regards his present; and he tastes, 

further, of the happiness of a good hope through grace, with reference to his future. 

     "Shoes for the Road" by Dr Alexander Stewart. 

 

You have given me gladness, Lord.  Help me to make others glad and pass on to them the comfort with which you 

have comforted me.  At whatever cost, may I have fellowship with you in your redemptive purpose and ministry. 

           F B Meyer 

 

"You are my portion, O Lord" (Psalm 119:57)  

"You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living." Psalm 142:5 

 

God is a satisfying portion. At least He ought to be. And indeed He is -- in proportion as He is enjoyed.  

 

As a grown-up person no longer cares for toys -- so a spiritually-minded person does not care for the trifles of the 

world, as he used to care for them. The world's pleasures are but toys to him -- he has found something better. The 

Lord is his portion. That is enough. He wants no more.  

THE OIL OF GLADNESS 

ENCOURAGE HIM (DEUTERONOMY 1:28) 
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GLEANINGS BY BILL LUCAS 



THE CHIEFEST AMONG TEN THOUSAND 
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All that comes to him, he takes as part of his portion -- because it is from the hand of God. Be it much or little, be it 

what he would have chosen or not -- it is what God sends, his allotted portion. So he is content -- content and 

thankful and happy; for with all that God gives, He does not withhold . . . 

  

Himself, 

-- the sense of His favour and blessing, 

-- the humble yet firm persuasion of His pardoning mercy, 

-- His love and grace in Christ Jesus.  

What portion can the world give like this? 

  

God is a sure portion too. An earthly inheritance, however safe it may seem, may be lost. Earthly joy may quickly be 

turned into sorrow. Everything earthly may be changed or lost. But the Christian's portion is a sure one -- for God is 

his portion -- and God never changes.  

  

"God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever!" Psalm 73:26  

 (Francis Bourdillon ( "The Lord Our Portion!" 1864) 

 

 

His love is unknowable! Ephesians 3:19  

His riches are unsearchable! Ephesians 3:18  

His joy is unspeakable! 1 Peter 1:8  

His ways are untrackable! Romans 11:33  

His grace is inexhaustible! 2 Corinthians 9:8  

His peace is unfathomable! Philippians 4:7  

  

And He Himself is unsurpassable! Exodus 15:11  

His character was beautiful with holiness in every detail. Hebrews 7:26 

His love was pure and faithful in all its affection. John 13:1  

His service was true and beneficent in all its workings. Acts 10:38  

His words were tender and true in all their utterances. John 7:45  

  

His life was consistent in every department. Mark 7:37  

His aim was single and concentrated in glorifying God. John 17:4  

His mission was to benefit all who would trust Him, in dying a death which they deserved. 2 Corinthians 8:9  

  

Christ is Christianity--and the best evidence of Christianity is Christ! 

"Yes, He is altogether lovely! This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend!" Song of Songs 5:16  

  

      Frederick Marsh 



WITNESSING TO THE TRUE JEHOVAH 

BACKGROUND 
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You have probably had it happen to you, inevitably when you’re busy doing something else – a knock at the door. 

When you open it, your heart sinks – it’s the Jehovah’s Witnesses! Or perhaps you see them out the window visiting 

the neighbours and so you don’t answer the door when the knock comes. But perhaps we should readjust our view 

and see it as an opportunity to bear witness to the true Jehovah. Christians and not the Watchtower are the real 

Jehovah’s witnesses. 

I want to give you a few tips and ideas for talking to JW’s.  

 - JW’s love to argue and are well trained in doing so. Try not to let them control the conversation, change  

 the subject, or take you on tangents. Choose the topic of Christ and keep talking about Him. 

 - JW’s have answers to many Protestant objections. What they don’t have is the warmth of Christ’s love in 

 their hearts or any sense of an experience of grace. Try to show them something of your own Christian ex

 perience, for example, how Christ brings you peace of conscience. 

 JW’s come out in twos. One is normally a trainee and in the course of the conversation you can normally 

 tell which it is. Try to plant a seed of doubt with the trainee in particular. Look at him and address him. For 

 example, you could ask, “Where were the witnesses to Jehovah between the time of the apostles and Russell 

 [the founder of the JW’s]? 

 -JW’s are seeking to earn their salvation. Remember to speak warmly of Christ as your only hope. 

 -JW’s have made a translation of the Bible to fit around their theology. However, when debating words in 

 the Scripture, keep it simple – otherwise they can easily tie you in knots. 

 -JW’s believe all sorts of things that they would happily talk to you about, e.g. blood transfusions, birthday 

 celebrations, the nature of the Kingdom, etc. It is wiser to stick to Jesus and the heart of the Gospel. They 

 do not believe that Jesus is divine and they do not believe that He saves us by grace alone – this is what 

 they urgently need to hear. 

I have spoken to JW’s at various times and must confess to getting flustered as they go from one topic to another or 

as they use the same words with different meanings, e.g. “son of God”. It is helpful to have a good argument tucked 

away for their unexpected visits. Remember, they need Jesus. Below, I give you two possible arguments you can 

make that don’t require a detailed knowledge of Greek or Hebrew.  

 

 

The word Jehovah does not appear in the NKJV, and   only a few times in the KJV. However, when we see the word 

LORD or GOD in capitals, remember that this is the Name of God which the Jews did not pronounce. Some say 

Yahweh and others Jehovah. JW’s will translate this word as Jehovah. And we can be happy to use that word too. 

But we must note that this word for Jehovah is not found in the New Testament Greek at all – that is a simple fact 

and not merely a matter for interpretation – not a single manuscript has the word which we translate as Jehovah. 

The New Testament uses instead the word “kyrios” which means “lord” or “master”. Of course sometimes there is 

an Old Testament citation where the “lord” being referred to is “the LORD” or “Jehovah.” But the JW’s are           

deceptive for they supply the word Jehovah in some places where the Greek says “kyrios” but not in others.        

Particularly, they will not supply the word Jehovah when addressing Jesus – it doesn’t fit with their theology! 

 

 

A) Psalm 102 is addressed to the LORD (Jehovah). If you use your Bible it will say LORD. If a JW uses his            

Bible it will say Jehovah. However, we can agree that the true Jehovah is meant – the only true God.  

B) Hebrews 1:10-12 directly quotes from Psalm 102. We would expect to see our translation use the word LORD 

and the JW Bible to use the word Jehovah. But no! The JW’s also use the word Lord. Why? Because Hebrews 1  

ARGUMENT 1 



 A SURVEY OF CHURCH HISTORY — W. ROBERT GODFREY 

ARGUMENT 2 
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is telling us things that God has said of the Son. The JW can never admit that Jesus is Jehovah and so will not 

translate “kyrios” that way.  

C) You can easily show this inconsistency by comparing Psalm 102 and Hebrews 1. Jesus is Jehovah – and                

therefore worthy of worship. Ask the JW to reconcile the two. Ask him why he does not worship Jesus when He 

is clearly worthy of worship. 

 

 

When Jesus stands in the presence of His disciples, 

including Thomas, a week after His resurrection, 

Thomas is led to confess, “My Lord and my 

God!” (John 20:28) And what beautiful words these 

are! These words are still in the JW version of the  

Bible. Why not bring them up and tell the JW’s what 

Jesus means to you as your Lord and your God? 

Why not ask them to explain how Thomas was wrong 

to call Jesus God, even though Jesus accepts his     

confession as one of faith? Again, note that it does not 

suit JW’s to translate the word “kyrios” as Jehovah. 

In closing, remember our Lord’s warning, “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and 

wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24); but also, “And you shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).     

         Rev. Stephen McCollum 
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When Jesus came upon the two brothers, Simon and    

Andrew, repairing their nets by the Sea of Galilee, he 

spoke to them those familiar words found in Matthew 

4:19. “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” My 

experience has shown me that the words are familiar to 

the church, but the actual work perhaps not so much. 

How might we better understand the words so the work 

can be more accessible to us? 

We can start by realizing that this call of Christ to these 

two men did not just come “out of the blue.” Some have read this text, seen Simon and Andrew immediately leaving 

their nets behind to follow Christ, and concluded that these men, without any previous interaction with Jesus, left 

all to work with him. However, that’s not the case. These brothers already had a growing knowledge of Christ. 

Jesus was living a very public ministry at this point. He already had been baptized by John the Baptist. At that time, 

we find that Andrew had heard John the Baptist preaching about Jesus, seen him point Jesus out as the Lamb of 

God, and then gone to tell his brother Simon that he had found the Messiah (John 1:35-42). They then spent time 

with Jesus, who at that time gave Simon his better known name of Peter. After Jesus went out into the wilderness 

for forty days, these men returned to their fishing. Like followers of rabbis in their day, they would work and then 

take time off to learn and serve alongside their mentor. Likely these brother eventually traveled some with Jesus 

and observed him ministering before this point, for this appearance and call to these men came after John’s arrest 

by Herod (Matt. 4:12). 

We also know that even after this calling in Matthew 4, the disciples likely went back to fishing for a time. For as 

Luke recounts, Jesus came to them at a later time and used their boats as a “floating pulpit” to speak to crowds 

gathered to hear him. On this occasion the Lord gave them a miraculous haul of fish that led Peter to fall down in 

fear and amazement, recognizing Jesus as God’s Son. They were then told “from now on you will be catching 

men” (Luke 5:1-12). Soon afterward, following a night of prayer, they were formally chosen and set apart by the 

Lord to accompany him in ministry (Luke 6:12-16). That ministry is described by the Lord himself as being a fisher 

of men or catching men. 

With this understanding of the words now in place, we are in a better position to consider its works with these five 

principles. 

Learn fishing from and with the Master. Though these men were professionals at drawing fish from the sea, 

they were humbled several times by Jesus in their own vocation (the catch above in Luke 5; feeding the 5000 with 

two fish and five loaves; calming the storm in their fishing boat; pulling tax money from a fish’s mouth…). This 

humbling by Christ in what they already knew was to remind them they had much to learn from him in what they 

did not know, which was catching men. The years they spent being with him and watching his interactions with 

people taught them how to win people to Christ. 

Similarly, we need to learn from those in the faith who can teach us in the ways of the Lord regarding bringing    

people into the kingdom of God. We should desire to be around those who reflect the ways of the Lord with people 

to us. Much of this learning does not take place in a classroom, but in homes, marketplaces, and street corners as 

we watch alongside others who are serving people with a Christ likeness and engaging people in gospel discussions. 

Our students at the seminary do not only sit in a classroom for their evangelism class. Instead, our president, Jerry 

O’Neill, takes them out on house visitations, has them invite friends to an Andrew Dinner where an evangelism 

presentation is made, brings in others who have been fruitful to share their lives with them, and helps them          

cultivate friendships with unbelievers. 

FISHERS OF MEN 

W W 
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Repair the net that is the church. In this same passage in Matthew 4, two other fishing brothers, James and 

John, are also called by Christ. When Jesus called them, they were “mending their nets” (Matt. 4:21). My mentor, 

Pastor Ken Smith, likes to point out that the word used here to describe these men repairing their nets is the same 

word given in Ephesians 4:11-12 to describe the duty of pastors to “equip” the saints for service. This picture is fit-

ting, for the church’s work in evangelism and discipleship is likened to casting a net and hauling in the fish (Ezek,. 

47:9-10; Matt. 13:47-50). Ministers and elders must repair and equip their congregations in gospel fishing – mend-

ing the holes in the net by encouraging the weak, training the ignorant, moving people from selfishness to service, 

and showing them how to be winsome for God’s kingdom. This principle immediately leads to the next one. 

Fish with others. Like my dad who could spend hours alone in a boat with a pole, too much evangelism training 

can focus on an individualistic approach. This emphasis not only intimidates God’s people but is simply not fully 

biblical in nature. Though surely a person can share the gospel personally with another, we primarily are to be 

casting the net with others. In this story, Jesus called pairs of brothers to join him in kingdom fishing. They 

worked together and they worked with others. 

When we are planning evangelistic endeavors for churches, we should think of involving everyone. A few ideas? 

- When I would go door-to-door during my church planting days, I took others with me. My most effective door 

openers were my own young children at the time. Not only did people seeing them smile and open up in conversa-

tion with me, but my children learned to have a heart for the lost. 

- Plan events where people can invite their unbelieving friends. Not everyone is articulate with the gospel, but    

anyone can bring a friend to a picnic or supper where they can meet other believers to see and hear the gospel. 

- Hosting a Bible study in a home, over lunch at work, or on a campus can be a great way to have others help with 

inviting people, providing refreshments, sharing their testimonies, or learning to lead a part of the study. 

The key here is simply to be intentional in involving others so they can learn the joy of fishing. 

Go where the fish are. I have a little outdoor fishpond in my yard with five goldfish in it. If you saw me stand-

ing out there each morning with a pole in my hand catching my own fish, you might question my sanity. (Side note: 

I do often stand outside at night under the porch lights trying to catch moths for my daughter’s lizard and frog. So 

my neighbors probably already question my sanity.) 

Yet so it is with those who stay within their church’s four walls and think they will bring people into the kingdom. 

As in Jesus’ day so in our own – we need to be going to where the people are. He went to villages, towns, and cities 

preaching the gospel. He went to pools where the ill were, synagogues where the self-righteous were, feasts where 

the joyful were, and funerals where the grieving were. The pastors and elders of the church must be setting the 

pace here, demonstrating by their lifestyles their concern for the lost by being with them if they expect their people 

to have a like concern. 

Keep moving the nets. It is not enough to be content with simply “being faithful” in kingdom fishing. A church 

that does the same outreach program for years without ever seeing a convert might want to consider evaluating 

their tactics. Please hear this. Jesus wants us to be fruitful! He expects there to be fish swept up with our nets! He 

even tells us to shake the dust off our feet when being rejected and go to better fishing holes! 

Yes, certainly, missionaries, pastors, and laborers for the kingdom can be called to tough fields where they must 

persevere in much sowing and watering before a time of reaping occurs. Yet that does not mean we cannot evaluate 

our approaches, refine our methods, pray more fervently, and go to new places with the gospel. Fishing implies the 

action of moving the nets. We must stay active in reaching the lost. 

As A.B. Bruce says in The Training of the Twelve, “these words (of Matthew 4:19)…show that the great Founder of 

the faith desired not only to have disciples, but to have about Him men whom He might train to make disciples of 

others: to cast the net of divine truth on the sea of the world, and to land on the shores of the divine kingdom a 

great multitude of believing souls.”  Rev Barry York. www.gentlereformation.com  
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WHERE DOES ULTIMATE AUTHORITY LIE? 

 

 

 

There is a science in theology and in biblical studies that we call hermeneutics. It is the science of biblical       

interpretation. It teaches objective principles and rules that govern our treatment of the text, lest we turn the 

Bible into a piece of clay that we can shape and form for our own desires, as the Pharisees did. At the heart of 

the science of hermeneutics in Reformed theology is the regula fidei, or “the law of faith,” which says that no 

portion of Scripture must ever be set against another portion of Scripture. The first assumption here is that all 

of Scripture is the Word of God. The second assumption is that God does not speak with a forked tongue, that 

what He reveals in His Word is always consistent. It is sometimes said consistency is the hobgoblin of little 

minds. If that adage is true, we have to say that the tiniest mind to be found is the mind of God. However, I    

believe consistency is the sign of clarity of truth, and God’s Word is consistent with itself. 

 

For a glaring example of pitting one portion of Scripture against another, we need look no farther than Jesus’ 

temptation in the wilderness. When Satan tried to seduce Jesus, he quoted Scripture to Him. He took Jesus to 

the pinnacle of the temple in Jerusalem and dared Him to leap off, saying, “He shall give His angels charge over 

you,” a quotation from Psalm 91:11 (Matt. 4:6). He was saying to Jesus: “Throw Yourself down. Nothing bad 

will happen because God has promised that His angels will catch You.” But Jesus replied, “It is written again, 

‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God’ ” (Matt. 4:7; Deut. 6:16). Jesus said: “Satan, you’re violating the 

rule of faith. You’re operating with a poor hermeneutic. You’re setting Scripture against Scripture. The Bible 

says I am not to tempt God. If I am to be obedient to that dictum, I cannot acquiesce to your suggestion.” He did 

not allow Satan to tempt Him to act on one verse of Scripture ripped from the context of the entire Word 

of God. 

That is the kind of thing Jesus was dealing with in His dispute with the Pharisees and scribes. Their traditions 

were opening all kinds of loopholes to permit people to get out from under the clear teaching of the truth of 

God. For this reason, He said, they were “making the word of God of no effect through [their] tradi-

tion”  (Mark 7:13). 

 

The biggest theological controversy in church history was the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century. 

On the surface, it seemed as if the whole controversy was about one doctrine—justification by faith alone, which 

is the gospel itself. When Martin Luther was brought into disputes with the princes of the church, they            

reminded him that his understanding of justification was not the traditional understanding, that the church 

long had explained justification in different categories. But Luther simply said: “Here is what the Bible says. My 

conscience is held captive by the Word of God. I must submit to Scripture, not to man-made traditions.” So, the 

secondary issue was the question of authority. 

 

Where does ultimate authority lie? Is it in the Scriptures alone or is it in the Scriptures and tradition? If it is in 

both Scripture and tradition, tradition trumps everything by giving the binding interpretation of Scripture. So, 

for all practical purposes, there are not really two sources of authority, Scripture and tradition, but one, tradi-

tion, which becomes more important than the Word itself. 

 

I do not understand how any sentient creature could read the New Testament teaching, particularly Paul’s 

words in his letter to the Romans about justification, and draw from it anything that resembles the Roman 

Catholic doctrine, which is based on tradition. But it is not only Roman Catholics who fall prey to this problem. 

We all do. We all tend to give our traditions more weight than Scripture. It is easy for us to look back and say, 

“Shame on the Pharisees,” “Shame on the rabbis,” or “Shame on the medieval theologians of Rome.” But we 

need to look no farther than our own hearts. The final arbiter of all theological and moral debates must be the 

Word of God. 

        RC Sproul, Ligonier Blog 

O 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2091.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%204.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%204.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut.%206.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%207.13
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J.G. VOS ON GOOD WORKS IN WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM Q32  
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Dear Children 

 

Later on this month we will be having a Harvest Thanksgiving service.  Do you know what that is for?  It is to give thanks 

to God for all the crops that were grown over the summer months and that have now been gathered in so that we can 

have food on our table and not go hungry.  Have you ever thought where your Corn Flakes, porridge or bread come from? 

They are made from corn, oats and wheat which have been grown in the fields.  All these depend on the weather for 

growth.  They need enough rain and sun but not too much.  Too much of both would kill them and then there would be a 

shortage of food. 

 

When we pray, as in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread”, we are praying that God will provide us with the 

right amount of rain and sun to help these crops grow.  When God does that and all these crops, including potatoes,    

vegetables and fruit, have been harvested and stored up for the winter, is it not right that we should thank Him not just 

privately but also publicly? 

 

In the Bible we are exhorted to give thanks to God.  The following verse occurs several times in the Psalms: “O give 

thanks unto the Lord, for His mercy endures forever.”  Look up the Book of Psalms or the Metrical Psalms for yourself 

and see how often David tells the people to give thanks to God. The Apostle Paul tells us in Thessalonians chapter 5 and 

verse 18 to give thanks in EVERY thing.  It is not just for our food.  Think of all the other good things that God gives us 

from day to day.  Read what David says in Psalm 40, verse 5.  Do you agree with him?  I hope you do. 

 

Now read the Gospel of Luke chapter 17, and verses 12 – 18.  What do you think of these nine lepers?  Were they grateful 

for what the Lord Jesus had done for them?  To be ungrateful is a sin.  In Romans chapter 1 the Apostle Paul tells us that 

God’s wrath comes on those who are not thankful. 

 

I pray that that will not be true of you.  I hope that every day you will express your thank-

fulness to God for His goodness to you and that you will never take your meal without giv-

ing Him thanks.  Above all, I pray that you “give thanks to God for His indescribable gift” – 

His own dear Son whom He sent into the world to seek and to save lost sinners.  He is call-

ing for you to come unto Him and accept that gift.  I pray that you will respond with a YES 

as David did in Psalm 27, verse 8 –  

“When thou didst say, Seek ye my face, Then unto thee reply, Thus did my heart, Above all 

things Thy face, Lord, seek will I.” 

With my love and God’s blessing 

Granny M 

 

Activity: 

How many times can you find in the Psalms that we are to give thanks to the Lord?  Take a note of all the references.  Re-

member you have to read through 150 Psalms!!  I will give you to the end of the year and your diligence will be rewarded. 


