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Dear Congregation, 

Brenda and I are very much looking forward to moving to Stornoway in April, DV. We rejoice in the Lord's leading 

to this date and I am excited and humbled at the prospect of becoming your minister. It is with great anticipation 

that we should look forward to how the Lord will continue to lead our congregation. 

To that end, I would briefly encourage you to pray particularly and earnestly for two things. First, please continue 

to uphold me in prayer as I take on this new and solemn responsibility, for without God's grace I can do nothing. 

"Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive         

together with me in prayers to God for me..." (Romans 15:30). 

 

Second, pray for an opening for the Gospel in the wider community, for we must seek the Lord of the harvest with 

expectation. Pray for Gospel opportunities for me among those that you know and love and for those outside of 

the Kingdom that live in the town. Again, as Paul requests, "Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 

thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery 

of Christ, for which I am also in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak." (Colossians 4:2-4). 

 

Every blessing, 

Stephen 

 

 

 

 

The congregation was delighted to welcome 3 new members by profession of faith into the fellowship of the      

congregation at the recent communion, namely Mr Alasdair Campbell, Mrs Peggy Ann Campbell & Miss Morag 

Tait. 

 

 

 

The next meeting of the Lewis branch of the Scottish Reformation Society will be in 

the Nicolson Institute Assembly Hall on Friday 17 March at 7.30pm. The speaker will 

be Dr Robert Dickie on the topic, “500 years since the Reformation—What were the 

theological insights of Martin Luther?” 

 

A book of baking and dessert recipes has been put together in order to 

raise funds for Sunrise Christian School in Robroyston.  The price of 

the book is £10, copies will be available from D.R. Macdonald,         

Bethesda Hospice Charity Shop and the Stornoway Religious 

Bookshop. 

About Sunrise Christian School: 

Sunrise Christian School is currently 

the only Christian school in Glasgow 

and one of the few in Scotland. We 

offer a thorough and excellent educa-

tion that is based upon the Word of 

God and prepares children to serve 

God throughout all stages of life.  

 www. sunrisechristianschool.org.uk 

MESSAGE TO THE CONGREGATION 

SUNRISE DESSERTS & DELIGHTS 

SCOTTISH REFORMATION SOCIETY MEETING 

NEW MEMBERS 



              

 

The Gambia Partnership are offering 

the opportunity, to  anyone who may 

be interested, to sponsor a child in 

Sgoil Creideamh in Kabekel village.   

The £10 a month sponsorship will be 

an  investment in the life of a child. It 

will  provide them with a Gospel       

centred education, to allow them to 

develop their potential in life and to 

introduce them to Jesus, who is the 

way, the truth & the life. 

The costs are low, as the  school is 

built and run by the Gambia Partner-

ship. For further information, please 

speak to Scott Maciver. 

 

 

An entirely free seminary level course 

on the reformation, taught by Carl 

Trueman, has been made available 

online. Carl Trueman is Professor of 

Church History at Westminster         

Theological Seminary. The course was 

taught in  January 2017 at the Master’s 

Seminary. 

Although the course is intended for 

seminary students, Trueman is very 

engaging and it is no doubt something 

that we would all benefit from. 

Course Description: 

This course will introduce student to the major ideas, personalities, and events that shook Europe in the six-

teenth and seventeenth centuries. It will consist of lectures and guided reading. 

The focus will be on the development of Protestantism in its social, political, and cultural contexts, starting 

with Luther and the late medieval background and tracing the story through to the birth of modernity in the 

seventeenth century. En route, the student will study primary texts, art work, Reformation popular culture, 

and pastoral practices in early modern Protestantism. 

In addition, the course is designed to help students to think critically about the past in a way which allows 

them to think critically about the present. Men and women make history, but they do not make the history 

that they choose; and only by examining the past forces that shaped the present can we understand ourselves, 

the world in which we live, and thus mount any response to the challenges that face us today. 

To access the lectures, please visit The Gospel Coalition, https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/

justintaylor/2017/02/17/take-an-entirely-free-video-course-with-carl-trueman-on-the-reformation/  
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FREE SEMINARY REFORMATION COURSE 

SPONSOR A GAMBIAN CHILD 

https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2017/02/17/take-an-entirely-free-video-course-with-carl-trueman-on-the-reformation/
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2017/02/17/take-an-entirely-free-video-course-with-carl-trueman-on-the-reformation/
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THOU HAST LEFT THY FIRST LOVE (REVELATION 2:4) 

GLEANINGS BY BILL LUCAS 
 

 

Ever to be remembered is that best and brightest of hours, when first we saw the Lord, lost our burden, received the 

roll of promise, rejoiced in full salvation, and went on our way in peace. It was spring time in the soul; the winter was 

past; the mutterings of Sinai's thunders were hushed; the flashings of its lightnings were no more perceived; God was 

beheld as reconciled; the law threatened no vengeance, justice demanded no punishment.  

Then the flowers appeared in our heart; hope, love, peace, and patience sprung from the sod; the hyacinth of             

repentance, the snowdrop of pure holiness, the crocus of golden faith, the daffodil of early love, all decked the garden 

of the soul. The time of the singing of birds was come, and we rejoiced with thanksgiving; we magnified the holy name 

of our forgiving God, and our resolve was, "Lord, I am Thine, wholly Thine; all I am, and all I have, I would devote to 

Thee.  

Thou hast bought me with Thy blood-let me spend myself and be spent in Thy service. In life and in death let me be 

consecrated to Thee." How have we kept this resolve? Our espousal love burned with a holy flame of devoutedness to 

Jesus -- is it the same now? Might not Jesus well say to us, "I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left they 

first love"? Alas! it is but little we have done for our Master's glory. Our winter has lasted all too long. We are as cold as 

ice when we should feel a summer's glow and bloom with sacred flowers.  

We give to God pence when He deserveth pounds, nay, deserveth our heart's blood to be coined in the service of His 

church and of His truth. But shall we continue thus? O Lord, after Thou hast so richly blessed us, shall we be ungrateful 

and become indifferent to Thy good cause and work? O quicken us that we may return to our first love, and do our first 

works! Send us a genial spring, O Sun of Righteousness. 

          Charles H Spurgeon 

 

 

(Peter) Beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. (Matthew 14:30) 

A sense of need is a mighty teacher of brevity. If our prayers had less of the tail feathers of pride and more wing they 

would be all the better.  Our extremities are the Lord's opportunities. 

           Charles H Spurgeon 

 

Professor R A Finlayson (1895 – 1989) 

We believe ardently that the Bible is the source of national greatness ... We are not concerned here with politics:  but 

we are anxiously concerned with  policies.  The Bible makes it clear that in the matter of State Policy “righteousness 

exalteth a nation, while sin is a reproach to any people.” 

And the Bible deals with all history as the unfolding of God’s  plan. That is the meaning of history, and the Bible alone 

gives the religious view of history – God’s view.  It is the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan, and the Bible sets the  

redemptive purpose of God within the living stream of world history. 

And the Bible indicates that the Nation that does not fit in with God’s plan must perish. The Bible thus shows very 

clearly that God takes to do with Nations, that He judges, rewards and punishes nations here in time. Many of the most 

pungent words of warning uttered by the Prophets of Nations:  “I will put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy 

lips.”   These prophets taught that the very sufferings that came on the nation came from the righteous hand of God 

whose hatred of sin is such that He will severely punish His own people that offend and will rather have them           

vanquished by  their godless foes than aid them in a wrong cause. 

The Nations were under physical laws:  they were also under moral law:  as they sowed, so would they reap. It can    

happen still, for there are no favourites with God. One by one the giant nations of the ancient world – Babylonian,   

Persian, Grecian, Roman – were weighed in the balances and found wanting.   Our nation today needs the reminder 

that Daniel gave to Nebuchadnezzar, the tyrant and dictator of the world of his day, “But know, O King, that there is a 

God in Heaven.” 

 

THE BIBLE AND THE NATION 

A SENSE OF NEED 
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ALTOGETHER LOVELY 

Professor Finlayson describes the Bible is the Touchstone of Social Morality. He writes: “The Bible develops a social 

conscience – a sensitiveness to what is right and wrong. It enlightens,  educates, and purifies public opinion.  And the 

Bible does it as nothing else in the world. It does it as a graceless culture never can.  Education as a factor in the field 

is disappointing.  Mass education but processes the mass-mind. Cinema, radio, television, literature often poison the 

well, and the fruit of it all is this superficiality of thought,  this vulgarity of taste, this emptiness of life that we have 

with us today ... 

“We must keep the Bible in our schools, it is the well of culture undefiled, it is the true educator and developer of the 

human heart.” 

 

 

Most wonderful  Comforter, weary not of me who often wearies of myself.  My only hope is in your love, which loves 

to the uttermost.  Come once again and wash my soiled life.  I thank you that you will not quench the  smoking flax 

nor break the bruised reed ..... 

Give me grace, my Father, that I may persevere in the work to which you have called  me, not leaving it half done, not 

giving up when the first enthusiasm has faded, or when other interests arise to attract me. 

        F B MAYER (Daily Prayers) 

 

"Yes, He is altogether lovely!  This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend!" Song of Solomon 5:16 

 

Why does the world reject the wondrous Saviour?  Why do they abhor Him who is altogether lovely,  

and hate Him who is the best Friend of sinners?  

O men of the world! what good can you desire which is not in Christ?  The excellencies of earth are but His            

footstool;  the excellencies of Heaven are but His throne!  How excellent, then, must He Himself be!  

 

His treasures are infinite — and open for you!  

 

In Jesus are . . . 

  riches — if you are poor;  

  honor — if you are despised;  

  friendship — if you are forsaken; 

  help — if you are injured; 

  mercy — if you are miserable; 

  joy — if you are disconsolate;  

  protection — if you are in danger; 

  deliverance — if you are a captive; 

  life — if you are mortal; and 

  all things — if you have nothing at all.  

 

Time and eternity are His — and He can give you all the glorious things of eternity! 

 

Moreover, He can deliver you . . . from all your fears; from sin — the worst of all evils; 

  from self — the most hurtful of all companions; from death — the most dreadful of all changes; 

  from Satan — the most subtle of all enemies; from Hell — the most horrible of all prisons; and 

  from wrath — the most horrifying doom of all sinners! 

 

Now, where will you find such a one as Jesus?  Why, then, refuse life, and seek after death and damnation?  All Heav-

en is enamoured with His beauty! The longer we look on 'created gaieties', the leaner and less lovely they grow; so 

that, by the time we have viewed them forty, fifty, or sixty years — we see nothing but vanity in the creature! But 

when ten thousand ages are employed in beholding the perfection and beauty of Jesus — He still appears more and 

more lovely — even altogether lovely!  (“Solitude Sweetened” by James Meikle, 1730-1799) 

THE COMFORTER 



6 

 

“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and        

foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and    

members of the household of God.” (Ephesians 2:19) 

 

 

One of the hardest providences we could ever               

experience, humanly speaking, must surely be that of 

homelessness. When we think of homelessness, our 

minds tend to be drawn to those sleeping rough on the 

streets who, for a variety of reasons, have found       

themselves at the extreme end of homelessness. They 

are more vulnerable to becoming victims of violent 

crime, more likely to develop physical and mental health 

problems and are isolated from much of society. We are not likely to encounter this form of homelessness in the 

Western Isles, but there are many who find themselves sleeping rough in Glasgow, a city which is well known to 

many Islanders. The shameful thing is that we can find it easy to walk past homeless people, without giving them a 

second thought or even attempting to stop and speak to them to understand their story. 

Despite the fact that our Islands aren’t known for rough sleeping, it may be a surprise to some to find that there are 

an increasing number of homeless people living in the Western Isles. They are living in temporary accommodation, 

such as bed & breakfasts, staying with friends or housed in the homeless hostel. According to Comhairle nan Eilean 

Siar, around half of those accounted for as homeless, is as a result of relationship breakdowns within families. 

Last July, we witnessed the arrival of two Syrian families in Stornoway, made homeless through escaping the          

on-going conflict in Syria. Last week, a further four Syrian families have arrived in Stornoway. Volunteers are being 

sought and arrangements are being put in place to provide housing and support, as they settle into Island life.  

There is no doubt that Europe’s migrant crisis has provided grounds for legitimate concern, in that the open-door 

asylum policy of the European Union is said to have drawn in those falsely posing as refugees, claiming to be       

fleeing from war or persecution. This exacerbates the problem for genuine refugees who have passed through untold 

suffering, cannot return to their homelands and have lost loved ones during conflict.  

 

 

Physical homelessness is a plight that few of us will likely face during the course of our lives. However, spiritual 

homelessness is something that every one of us has to contend with. We are born into the world with sinful natures, 

due to the sin of Adam, the representative of the entire human race, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in 

sin my mother conceived me.” (Psalm 51:5). Adam, through his disobedience, was banished from the Garden, as sin 

entered the world. The dreadful consequence is that we, his descendants, are born into this world, separated from 

God and spiritually homeless, with no part in the Kingdom of God and heading towards a lost eternity.  

However, there is good news. It was revealed in the first promise made to fallen man, “and I will put enmity be-

tween you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His 

heel.” (Genesis 3:15). This created the expectation in the Old Testament of the seed, who would descend from Adam 

and Eve, bruise Satan’s head and defeat him. The “He” is Jesus who, in due time, came and died for the ungodly 

(Romans 5:6-8), fulfilling this Old Testament promise. He redeemed His people from their sin and turned the bad 

news of sin into the good news of salvation. 

Therefore, not everyone remains spiritually homeless. Spiritual homelessness ends for everyone who trusts in 

Christ. One well known example is Saul of Tarsus. He was fervent in his persecution of Christians, “breathing 

threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord.” (Acts 9:1) However, the man whose desire was to destroy the 

followers of Jesus would himself become a follower of Jesus, as he met the Lord on the road to Damascus. God 

stopped Saul in his tracks and continues to do so today, with many who oppose him who are made willing in a day  

PHYSICAL HOMELESSNESS 

HOMELESSNESS 

SPIRITUAL HOMELESSNESS 
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of his power. Spiritual homelessness ends for all those who trust in Christ, so that we are, “no longer strangers 

and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God” (Ephesians 2:19). We 

are no longer lost, but have an eternal home in the Kingdom of God. Everyone who does not savingly know the 

Lord Jesus Christ remains lost and spiritually homeless.  

 

 

Physical homelessness is considered to be one of the worst social problems in the UK. The refugee crisis is 

bringing those, with whom we would never have otherwise come into contact, into our communities, from 

completely different religious and cultural backgrounds, and who are as yet unable to speak much English. 

How ought the church to respond?  

The church, on the one hand ought to avoid the danger of falling into the social gospel, which is prevalent in so 

many churches today, where its core emphasis is centred around humanitarianism and a commitment to     

social justice, including providing shelter to the homeless and caring for the needy. On the other hand, an 

overreaction to the social gospel would be to avoid any type of mercy ministry at all and focus only on the 

proclamation of the Gospel. 

It is clear that Jesus and the New Testament writers were primarily concerned with the proclamation of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, yet also with a commitment to showing mercy to the afflicted. Jesus healed the man 

who was blind from his birth. “He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing” (John 

9:6). Jesus later found the man, who could now physically see, so that he would also come to see spiritually, 

“Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him” (John 9:38). 

Those who are, or have been, physically homeless on our Island, provide opportunities for us to show         

compassion and give practical help, not due to the politics of Western guilt or the glorification of empathy, but 

to follow Jesus’ example of showing mercy to the afflicted. Christ knew what it was like to be an immigrant in a 

foreign land and to have nowhere to lay His head. It also provides us the opportunity, by God’s grace, to be as 

salt and light and share the Gospel of salvation, through Jesus Christ. Furthermore, there are many on our 

Island who are spiritually homeless, without Christ and unaware of their need of Christ. It is our task, by God’s 

grace, to reach them with the Gospel, so that they will no longer be strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God.       

            SM 

 

 

 

 

THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE 
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Whenever I return to the first few chapters of Genesis, I’m able not only to review the events of early human history 

but also to see how humanity hasn’t outgrown our earliest aspirations. Perhaps most illustrative of my point is the 

story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11. We read in verse 1 that “the whole earth had one language and the same 

words.” Note the unity preserved from the original pre-fall creation. In the garden of Eden there were no           

translators; everyone spoke the same language. And even though sin intruded to destroy the harmony of the       

original creation, at least people could understand each other in the initial years of human expansion. They could 

speak the same language and communicate with some degree of harmony. 

 

Speaking the same language, having the same values, this humanity built a city: “Come, let us build ourselves a city 

and a tower with its top in the heavens” (v. 4). From the beginning, the dream of human progress, the dream of the 

human spirit has been to build a city of such magnificence that it reaches to the pinnacle of heaven itself. It’s part of 

our nature as human beings to build monuments to human accomplishment. You can go through the cities of this 

world, and you can see magnificent human achievements. You can view the Eiffel Tower from almost any vantage 

point in and around Paris. No tourist in New York City fails to look for the Statue of Liberty or the Empire State 

Building. You can’t go to Asia without wanting to walk on the Great Wall of China. When we go to Egypt, we go to 

the pyramids to see monuments of ancient kings. Brick and mortar, steel and glass—we use whatever we can to 

somehow say that we are important, that we are significant, that we want to be remembered long after we are dead 

and gone. 

 

Listen to the sentiment expressed in Genesis 11: “Let us make a name for ourselves” (v. 4). Friedrich Nietzsche, the 

nineteenth-century atheist philosopher, said the most fundamental drive of the human heart is the “will to power,” 

a lust for dominance. This is what drives fallen humanity. It’s the legacy of Eden, the living out of the serpent’s    

seduction when he said, “You shall be as gods.” Why should God get all the glory? Why should the monuments of 

this world only be to the praise and honor of the Creator? Can’t we share in that? Can’t we claim it for ourselves? 

Can’t we supplant Him as the Sovereign One? Let’s gather together and build a city. Let’s make monuments that 

even God cannot bring down, monuments that will endure forever: statues, walls, cathedrals, skyscrapers, 

and more. 

 

I remember sitting transfixed and watching Walter Cronkite and some former astronauts describe the first landing 

of human beings on the moon. When I heard the words of Neil Armstrong, “That’s one small step for a man; one 

giant leap for mankind,” I was as excited as anybody else by this incredible accomplishment, this conquest of a 

whole new frontier. But there was also something that bothered me when I heard those words. It sounded like the 

Tower of Babel all over again, a boasting in human achievement rather than bowing in prayer, saying, “This is for 

Your glory, O God. This is the fulfillment of the scientific enterprise You gave us in Eden to have dominion over 

the earth.” 

 

DON’T BOAST IN HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT 
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We’ve been called to have dominion over the earth to the glory of God, but we want dominion over the earth and 

over the heavens for the glory of man. That’s what was going on at Babel—a distortion, an evil twisting of the       

legitimate task that God has given to mankind. There’s nothing wrong with building. There’s nothing wrong with 

sowing and reaping. Those are the tasks that God gave to us in creation, but they’re to be done under the authority 

of God. They’re to be done coram Deo, before the face of God, under the authority of God, and unto the glory 

of God. 

 

But what happened in the cosmic revolt? Man wanted to build a city for himself, to build his own kingdom. Man 

wanted to make a name for himself, not for God. And this is not a story of ancient defects of human beings. This is 

our story. We’re the players in this drama. Babel is representative of the whole human enterprise that we are so 

busily engaged in. “Let’s build a city. Let us make a name for ourselves,” they said at Babel, “lest we be scattered 

abroad over the face of the whole earth.” Lest we become fugitives and vagabonds, unknown, unacclaimed. 

 

Then we read in chapter 11 of Genesis that “the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children 

of man had built” (v. 5). God inspected the city of man, and He didn’t like what He saw: 

 

The LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of 

what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down 

and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” So the LORD dispersed 

them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its name was called 

Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. (vv. 6–9a) 

 

The greatest building project mankind ever attempted was resisted by God. And it ended in chaos and confusion. 

 

Every attempt of man to build his own ultimate city and kingdom will end in chaos. Any success we enjoy will be 

short-lived, for the Lord will bring into judgment every hidden thing, every secret thought  (Eccl. 12:14). Nothing 

built for the glory of man will survive His scrutiny. But what is done for God’s glory will endure forever. 

         RC Sproul, Ligonier Blog 
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No doubt we will hear a fair bit about Martin Luther in the coming months, but I don’t think he’s featured too 

much on Gentle Reformation so far, so perhaps I can share a few notes I recently came across on some points 

Luther made about prayer. 

 

Luther understood prayer first and foremost as a duty, because God has commanded us to do it. It’s more than 

a duty, of course, but it is not less. The third commandment not only forbids us from using God’s name in an 

empty and meaningless way – it also requires us to praise the holy name of God and call upon it all our needs. 

Prayer is just as clearly and solemnly commanded as having no other gods, not murdering or stealing, and we 

need to have a greater sense of that than we do. Luther wrote, ‘From fact that prayer is so urgently commanded, 

we ought to conclude that we should by no means despise our prayers, but rather prize them highly.’ Even more 

strongly, Luther declared, ‘He who does not pray should know that he is no Christian and does not belong in the 

kingdom of God.’ 

I wonder do we take this reason seriously? My generation and younger (I’m 42) don’t have much time for duty 

by and large. People like to do what they want and not what they are told they have to do. But I wonder if that 

isn’t that quite a modern notion – a luxury that previous generations knew nothing of. I’m not for a moment 

suggesting (or rather, Luther isn’t) that duty is the only factor in our praying, but on those days when we have 

little or no desire to pray, surely this consideration should be enough to bring us to our knees: the Lord        

commands it. 

 

 

 

Luther calls prayer ‘A labour above all labours, since he who prays must wage a mighty warfare against the 

doubt and murmuring excited by the faintheartedness and unworthiness we feel within us.’ Haven’t you found 

that to be true? Yet isn’t it puzzling on one level that prayer should be so challenging. After all, it doesn’t require 

any special equipment; you don’t have to go to a special place at a certain time of the day to do it; you don’t 

need another person to do it; you don’t need special training; you don’t need to speak out loud or get into a    

particular position to do it. You can pray sitting in an armchair in your living room or even lying in your bed 

(though I’m not suggesting that’s the best position in which to pray!). So why should it be so difficult? It can 

only be because of the spiritual battle going on behind the physical scenes. 

Luther knew better than most of us just how spiritually demanding it was to pray – that it was even more       

laborious than preaching or performing other official duties in the church. He wrote, ‘When we are preaching 

the Word, we are more passive than active; God is speaking through us, and our teaching is his work.’ 

 

Luther defined prayer as calling on God’s holy name. ‘To speak to God means to pray; this is indeed a great glo-

ry that the high majesty of heaven should stoop to us poor worms and permit us to open our mouths to him…’ 

Prayer is a duty, but it is also such an incredible privilege. Has familiarity with this privilege bred contempt? 

Have we lost our sense of wonder that we ‘poor worms’ are able to approach the King of kings and speak to him 

freely? 

MARTIN LUTHER ON PRAYER 

“Luther calls prayer, a labour above all labours, since he who prays must 
wage a mighty warfare against the doubt and murmuring excited by the 

faintheartedness and unworthiness we feel within us .” 

3. PRAYER IS CALLING UPON GOD’S NAME 

1. PRAYER IS A DUTY 

2. PRAYER IS THE HARDEST WORK OF ALL 
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Why should we pray? As we’ve seen, Luther said first because it is our duty – the Lord strictly requires us to 

pray. Second, because of his promise, in which he declares that he will hear us. Third, because of our need and 

misery ‘which burden lies so heavily on our shoulders that we have to carry it to God immediately and pour it 

out before him.’ Tim Keller speaks of a time some years ago when he and his wife were passing through a       

particularly difficult trial and came to realise their utter and constant dependence on God. They compared their 

need to pray each day to the need to take a pill which was essential for health and life to continue. If you had to 

take a certain pill every day at 5pm or you would die, you would make absolutely certain that nothing ever pre-

vented you taking that medication. How much more important is it that we pray each day – otherwise we will 

flounder spiritually. Every day we have praise to offer, sins to confess, thanksgivings to bring and supplications 

to ask. 

Brothers and sisters, let us pray.   Rev Warren Peel, GentleReformation.com  

 

 

 

 

 

4. THE MOTIVE OF PRAYER 
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Dear Children 

 

Do you have a good memory?  You may answer Yes or No to that question but did you know that you can train your 

memory to remember things?  The time to train your memory is when you are young.  What you learn then you will not 

forget when you get old.  Perhaps you don’t have to memorise as much in school nowadays as when I went to school 

many years ago.  As well as learning verses of Psalms and verses of Scripture we also had to learn the Times Tables and 

other Tables of weight, measure and capacity.  In those days, these were very difficult to learn!  We also learnt a lot of  

poetry which we had to recite in class.  A lot of our homework was spent learning and remembering all these things.  To 

memorise, you have to repeat, repeat and repeat so that what you are trying to learn will come to you automatically    

without thinking. 

 

Memorising the Psalms and Scripture verses while you are young is very      

important because one day, if God spares you, you will be old like me. Maybe 

you will begin to lose your sight and, even with glasses, it may be difficult for 

you to read the Bible.  It is good then to be able to recall all that you learnt 

when you were young.  Old people sometimes forget what they heard yesterday 

but the amazing thing about the memory is that it is so much easier to recall 

what you heard and learnt all these years ago when you were young.  That is 

why I ask you to learn a verse or two each month. 

 

My advice to you is to store up your minds with God’s Word while you are young.  The Bible has a lot to teach us.  It 

teaches us about ourselves that we are sinners and it teaches us about Christ the Saviour of sinners.  It teaches us how to 

live lives that will honour God and it teaches us how we can be sure of getting to heaven when we die.  It also teaches us 

much much more that is useful and helpful for us to live our lives in this world. 

 

I pray that you will value God’s Word so much that you will fill your minds and hearts with it so that it can be said of you 

what Charles Spurgeon, a famous preacher, said of John Bunyan that he knew so much Scripture that if you were to prick 

him anywhere his blood would be Bibline, that is full of Scripture.  

 

The Lord bless you all. 

With my love 

Granny M 

Activity: 

Put the words in these verses in the right order and then learn them. 

1. Creator         days youth      Remember      in     your         now          the          of             your 

 

2. Day        holy           Remember        keep      the  it      to     Sabbath 

 

3. Lord      soul  forget        benefits    Bless     and  His  my  the   

all  O   not 

 


